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Happy 2011 To All!

As we begin the New Year, we, also, begin a new chapter in our
church's story. As Rev. Paulo is getting settled in his new church
in Hartford, Connecticut, we are looking for an Interim Minister.
Sandra FulletAngus, Robin Hirano, Connie Johnson, Elaine
Kaneshiro and Russell Katahira are serving on the Interim Search
committee, ably led by Mary Mantel. We hope to find an
experienced Interim Minister who can lead and support us as we
reflect on our current status, and prepare to call a new pastor for
Christ Church. We anticipate that this Interim process will take a
month or, maybe two. Once an Interim Minister is in place, we
will form a Pastoral Search committee that will update our church
profile, identify what we are looking for in a minister, and select
candidates to interview. Prayerfully consider if this is something
you are interested in. You can have a voice in our future, and we
welcome your participation!

In the meantime, we are fortunate to have one of our members,
Rev. Dr. Scott Paeth, as our Acting Minister. Scott is leading
Sunday Worship, keeping church office hours on Tuesdays and is
available for pastoral care. He can be reached ab@7-8793 or
scottpaeth@mac.com. Welcome, Scott!

Elaine Kaneshiro and Russell Katahira
Co-Moderators



IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER -A MESSAGE OF HOPE

When Winter decides to make an
mess around. Many of us have been dismayed to find ourselves,
after a long hiatus, once more wielding our snow shovels and
digging our cars out of the snow. The recent snowfall, of course, is
mild compared to what weoOore |
but i1itdés a stark reminder for
midwinter has begun.

Of course, being Chicago, the bleak midwinter actually begins
around December first and extends, in a bad year, as late as mid
May . The chill wind blowing of
i nfor med is called AThe Hawk?o
winter jackets and chaps our lips and hands. And while we can
count on several more months of snow and cold, finding places of
warmth may be harder to come by. But in our faith we affirm the
hope that there is a light to warm us, even in the midst of the
coldest winter, and that light is the light of Jesus Christ.

Many of us are still in grief over the departure of Reverend Paulo.
We as a congregation find ourselves once again in transition,
mourning the loss of a beloved pastor and waiting on someone new,
about whom we as of yet know nothing. For those of us who feel
this loss most acutely, it is a terrible place toibi is our own
congregational bleak midwinter. And we feel its chill in our bones
no less than the Hawk that blows in from the lake.

But just as Christ lights our way in this advent season, giving us
grounds to hope for a better, more just, more peaceful and more
loving future for all of humanity, Christ lights our way as a
congregation. Pastors come and pastors go, but the light of Christ
continues to shine in the midst of the darkness, and even the
bleakest of midwinter mornings cannot overcome it. For the church
i's not the pastorés, or even th
it is sustained as long as the light of Christ shines, like our advent
candles, to illuminates our darkness.

What 6s more, as Congregational.
first and foremost, a community, a gathering of friends together, to



share the light of Christ with one another and with the world. That
friendship remains, even when much else is lost. And that
friendship is what in communion fellowship with one another, in
worship, in prayer, and in song.

In the end, we are community sustained by hope, and in the Advent
and Christmas seasons we celebrate and anticipate that hope most
fully, most profoundly, as we anticipate and celebrate once again
the birth of the one through whom we are reconciled with God. The
blessing in which we hope this season is the one which is promised
by the prophet Isaiah: the reign of that One who comes bearing
justice and righteousness, who rules with equity, and brings peace
in the midst of our world of violence and strife. And in the church,
we gather together to share that hope, and to beat back the cold of
winter through the sharing of our community together, warmed by
the light of Jesus Christ.

Blessings,
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TRI-C6S WI SH LI ST

Looking for ways to help out your church? -Qihas come up with
a Wish List!

Desktop computer for the church office
Multi-function printer, fax, scanner, copier

Sunday morning nursery help (once a month)
Volunteer driver for our Wednesdd@pmodachprogram

If you are interested in fulfilling anything on the wish list, please
call the church office at 773388170 or email
christchurchchicago@comcast.net. Thank you!



WL

OE CARING

On February 6th, whi | e football fans get
Super Bowl game, the youth of Christ Church will join thousands

of other faith communities across the United States and make that
weekend into t he -ladaveekemchda giving ar g
and serving. 100% of the money raised will be donated to an
organization of our youthdés cho

Please remember to bring your donation to the worship service
and help our youth make a difference in the world.

JACL 2011 PROJECT: COMMUNITY!

The JACL is now accepting applications for the 2011 Project:
Community program. Project: Community! Is a leadership
development and cultural awareness program from Japanese
American high school students. Through interactive workshops
and activities, participants will explore their personal identity,
gain an awareness of the history and character of the Japanese
American community in Chicago and learn about the issues
facing our community today.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 15, 2011
Applications will be available through the JACL Chicago website
(www.jaclchicago.oror by emailingacl.fellow@gmail.com

WANT MORE INFORMATION?
Contact Christine Munteanu, Ford Program Fellow, at
7737287171 or ajacl.fellow@gmail.com

INFORMATION SESSIONS will be held at 11 AM at the
JACL Chicago office omnd Saturday, January 8.



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=ihgelrcab&et=1104038109291&s=515&e=001UXVyUH00FE36Xd2U95F7ZHbhERSNWBSx9D9kHLvaJBtnOlSJaFVisf97hvRDoVgpd4asHZyzuBOBVY7H5sQTbmE8hlRyuKC5mGHoeF5bMkjTM4mN5sCNgg==
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MOCHITSUKI

Flex your muscles and prepare your arms for our annual mochi
pounding onJanuary 8th at 10:30 am.

For t hose who ma y not be -f ami
pounding, 0O was once an essent.
celebration in Japan. AOshoga
most important time of the year for most Japanese and it is both a
solemn and joyous occasion. With the New Year, people acquire

a fresh start and it is believed that by the standard that you set
during the first few days, your fortune will be determined for the
rest of the year. There is joy in the renewal of the New Year and
also a spirit of seriousness in believing that the year, if started
right, will bring success and fortune.

Unfortunately, the practice of moepounding is rare even in
Japan these days, as people are so busy that they opt to eat store
bought mochi rather than make their own. Busy as we all are,
webve kept the tradition going
the morning on the Saturday after Christmas to steam, pound and
transform the Amochi gomeo (swe
chewy mochi cakes and to be in



one of those annual traditions that many look forward to and
count on.

Some of the mochi that we will pound will be taken home for
New Year gatherings and much of it will be sampled fresh with
various dipping sauces and toppings. We will make sure to set
aside 150+ mini mo c hi balls for
enjoyed by many Japanese as the first meal of the New Year, as it
Is considered necessary for insuring a happy new year to come!
Hopefully you all will have a chance to enjoy our very ownQri

Ozoni onJanuary 9th after the worship service.

DONATIONS

Thank you to all the Friends and Members of Christ Church of
Chicago for your generous donations during the month of
October and November.

Linda Brandeis

HenryFukui In Memory of Edith Higashi
Sally Hirai In Honor of Helen Miyake
Sally Hirai

Fay and KerKadowaki

SachiKato

PatMatsui Thanksgiving Donation
DorothyMiyake In Memory of Jack Miyake
Yuko Nasu Thanksgiving Donation
Mieko Nasu Thanksgiving Donation

Dale Nishimura Family
Donna and Scoftlitahara In Memory of Edith Higashi

GeorgeSchlauder Bazaar Donation
JosieSugai Flower Fund
Dudley Dickens and In Memory of Edith Higashi

JoellenTaniguchi

Joan and Bruc&oyama Thanksgiving Offering
PaulaTsurutani

PaulaTsurutani

Lily and PedroUlate

Lily and PedroUlate

Lily and PedroUlate



Wellness Group

Amy Wo

Midori Yamamoto

PatYoshino In Memory of Edith Kushino

NEIGHBORS IN NEED

SandraAngus

Mak Fukuda

Fay and KerKadowaki
Jeann&awako

Yurie Kushino
MarciaKushino

Mary Mantel
DorothyMiyake

Atsumi and Georg®zawa
Lois and JinShikami
FrancesSugai
SachiSuzuki

Nancy and RobefTakagi
Lily and PedroUlate
Juana and WilliéaVong
Alyce and Rockyyamanaka

BUILDING FUND

E. Higashi, F. Taniguchi
Sharon and Jeff Hidaka
Sharon and Jeff Hidaka

Evelyn Morikado In Memory of Hayato Morikado

Sue Nakagi In Memory of Jon Nakagi

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND - Stained Glass Window Plaque

Neil Brown and Bruce Atkinsorin memory of Edith Higashi

By, Scott Nitahara



ALL CHURCH CLEAN -UP: OCTOBER 16, 2010

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

On October 16, 2010, 20 church members and friends participated
in our annual all church clearp. We accomplished so much
together. Following is a list of just a few of our activities:




Put away all the bazaar fAequipn
raked the lawn, cleaned and reorganized the kitchen, washed the
windows, scrubbed all the restrooms and cleaned the sanctuary.

im




We started at 9: 00 am and fini
course, we took a break to eat amazing food that everyone
brought to share. Special thanks to Atsumi Ogawa, Donna &

Scott Nitahara, Dorothy Miyake, Marcella Keenan, Kent ljichi,

The Shimabukuro family, Fay Kadowaki, Lois & Jim Shikami,
Russell Katahira, Dahlia Toyama, Mary Mantel, Bill Steele,
Alyce & Rocky Yamanaka and George Schlauder.

Robin Hirano, Trustees



FAMILY NIGHT

Once again, the Sunday School families gathered for their annual
November Family Night! We had a great touat! The salads,




sandwiches and desserts fed our bodies and souls for the busy
evening ahead. Our two Heartland Alliance families were our




focus as we put up our annual Tree of Hope, and decorated
ornaments for it. The youth went off on their Target shopping
spree to buy gifts for the families while the kids were entertained

by holiday crafts and games! Thanks to the CE Board for
planning this fun event and to Nancy Takagi and Sue Takaki for
their special support!



