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GREETINGS, Sisters and Brothers in Christ! 

 You have been offering me the warmest of welcomes in 

these coldest of weeks.  Some of you have made enormous efforts 

to plow through mounds of snow to be here with me.  Thank you 

so much for your many smiles, your hospitality, your information, 

your guidance, your patience, your forgiveness and grace, and 

your gentle humor.  I feel Godôs Spirit moving through your 

hospitality.   

A LITTLE MORE ABOUT ME  

         First, I am very grateful to be here with you. 

 I was ordained in the United Church of Christ in 1988.  I 

had grown up and attended college in Michigan.  I met Stuart, my 

lifeôs partner, in seminary in Minnesota.  From the beginning, we 

chose to take turns in ministry:  one worked full-time, while the 

other served as primary parent and, when able, worked part time 

beyond our home.  Between us, we have served churches in 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, Texas, Nebraska, Michigan, and Illinois; 

Stuart now works with Habitat for Humanity International.   

 We are very proud of our two young adult children (one in 

college in North Carolina, one volunteering in Guatemala); please 

let me know if you get tired of listening to me brag about them!  I 

also love to knit, bake, walk, listen, learn, discuss big ideas, try to 

be helpful, sing harmony, and play with children.  Iôm afraid I do 

not love housework. 

 Along the way, I have fallen in love with Intentional 

Interim Ministry.  I really appreciate getting to know 

congregations in their times between pastors.  Every church has 



different strengths to draw on, every church has unique challenges, 

and every church finds its own way to discern Godôs new 

direction.  I have the privilege of accompanying you as you proceed 

through this challenging, joyous, sometimes confusing and 

frustrating time. 

WHAT HAPPENS DURING THE INTERIM  

        Much of the work of the church remains the same as it has 

always been:  we will worship, study, care, educate, fellowship, 

administer and serve, all as the body of Christ.  In addition, I will 

be helping you with five special tasks:  coming to terms with your 

history, claiming a new identity, developing new leadership, 

deepening ties with the United Church of Christ, and committing to 

a new future.  By the time you are ready to hire a new settled 

pastor, my prayer is that you will be prepared to move ahead for 

many years of productive, faithful ministry together.  

 WHAT I NEED FROM YOU  

 I need you to tell me anything you believe I ought to 

know.  I need you to call me when you are aware that someone in 

the church is hurting or celebrating.  I want to know about illnesses, 

hospitalizations, major transitions, honors, frustrations, questions -- 

anything that might help me to extend a heart of compassion to 

Godôs people.  I need to know when the church is functioning well 

for you, when you have new ideas to try out, when problems arise, 

when I disappoint you. 

 I need you to see yourselves as partners -- with me and with 

the church.  I do not believe the pastor should the person who runs 

the church, nor the person hired to do your work for you.  Instead, I 

serve with you, helping you to bring out your best. 

 Please feel free to contact me.  I will be at the church every 

Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday, and frequently in between.  You 

can email me at:  pastor@christchurchchicago.net.  or call my home 

phone:  (708) 383-6328.  I would love to have you drop by the 

church to talk, or invite me over for tea.  When you need me, I can 

be present with you within an hour or so (depending on traffic). 

 I will, however, ask you to honor my sabbath.  Until Lent 

begins, I plan to take Fridays off for rest and renewal; during Lent, 

I may move that day to Mondays.  I will not be checking email on 

those days.  I still want you to call me for emergencies, but I ask 

that you let other matters rest until the following day. 



 
 Many thanks for embarking on this remarkable journey with 

me.  May God bless our time together, and may we see Godôs love 

abound. 

In peace, 

 

 

 

 

Reverend Brenda Barnes Jamieson 

  

 

CHRIST CHURCH WELCOMES, REVEREND BRENDA ! 

With the bitter winds of January now 

behind us surely spring cannot be far 

around the corner. Spring is the 

season we all most eagerly await for 

as it is a harbinger of fresh 

beginnings. Our own sense of 

anticipation has been heightened this 

winter by the promise of changes to 

come as we take our initial steps 

toward defining who and what Christ 

Church is now and what we want to 

become in the years ahead. We are 

very excited to be led in this journey 

by the experienced Reverend Brenda 

Barnes Jamieson. Very skilled in the 

position of Intentional Interim Minister, Brenda, as she prefers to 

be called, will guide us as we embark on the process of discernment 

and transformation in preparation for calling a new permanent 

minister. Her tenure with us will be marked by her enthusiasm and 

commitment, as you will see just from her style of preaching. Her 

messages from the pulpit are inspiring and delivered with passion 

that will captivate; her musical skills are exceptional, and her 

wisdom and experience are all qualities that will serve us well. We 

are indeed very fortunate to have her during this critical juncture. 

 Please extend your heartiest welcome to her and to her 

husband, Stuart, himself an ordained United Presbyterian minister  

and currently on hiatus so that he can pursue his passion working 

with Habitat for Humanity International.  



ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

All are invited to the Service of Ashes on March 

9th, at 7:00 pm. in the chapel. 

We will inaugurate the season of Lent remembering 

our own mortality and praying for Godôs help and 

guidance as we seek to live each day as disciples of 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 
UDON AND BAKE SALE  

Delicious homemade Udon - $6.00    

 Cakes, Cookies, Japanese Desserts, Age Sushi 

and much more 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Church of Chicago 

6047 N. Rockwell Street 

  Date: March 20, 2011 

12:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  

The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) 

Offering, administered by the Wider Church 

Ministries, is the refugee, relief and 

development fund of the United Church of 

Christ. It provides support to people in more 

than eighty countries. 

This year we will collect the OGHS offering 

during our Church service on Sunday, April 3rd .  We hope you 

will join us at this time.  However, you may also contribute by 

simply mailing a check to the church made out to Christ Church 

of Chicago with the notation, OGHS, in the memo line. 

     



ALLELUIA AND CHANCEL CHOIRS  

The Alleluia and Chancel Choirs will sing ñGod So 

Loved the Worldò from Sir John Stainerôs masterpiece, 

The Curcifiion, during the March 6th  worship service.  

We will be accompanied by violinist Yuriy Geyer, a 

graduate of Northwestern universityôs Bienen School 

of Music.  We will rehearse every Sunday during 

Sunday School and after the service.  Thank you for your support! 

    Sunnie Hikawa and Fran Walker 

 

 

INTERGENERATIONAL HAND CHIME CHOIR  

Our great intergenerational hand chime choir will accompany 

the opening hymn during the March 6th worship service.  We 

will practice in the choir loft after the service, every Sunday until 

March 6th .  All folks, ages 5-95, are invited to come ring with 

us; you donôt have to read music.  Thank you for your support.   

 

 

THE SEASON OF LENT AND EASTER 

Lent, the 40 days (not counting Sundays) before Easter is a very 

special season to examine our lives and  prepare for the mystery 

of resurrection.  This year, our reflections will turn toward who 

we are as a congregation, as well as who we are as individual 

Christians. Expect some rich and rewarding time together. 

Please join us for Sunday worship, as we pray and praise, and 

consider some of the richest stories of our faith.  The music 

promises to be moving, and the sermons and prayers just may 

invigorate your mind and deepen your faith. 

Be sure to take part in our Holy Week offerings.  Palm Sunday 

leads into the unfolding Passion Story that serves as the center of 

our faith.  Your reflections will make Easterôs Alleluias all the 

more joyous.  In fact, the Easter story is so important, we will be 

celebrating its power in the following weeks.  Easter Sunday will 

be powerful -- but donôt miss our celebration for Easter II that is 

the next week, and in the weeks to follow. 

May our lives continue to be formed and re-formed by the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus, our Christ. 



LENTEN STUDAY  

 Also, you are invited for Friday night Lenten studies in 

the parsonage, beginning on March 11th.  Together, we will 

consider Bible stories that reflect Christ Churchôs past and 

present, ponder where we are in Godôs life cycle, and prepare for 

special Holy Week services.  Children and youth will either be 

included in our study, or offered some supervised alternative 

activities.  We will gather at 7:30...snacks are welcome!  

   

 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AT CHRIST CHURCH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday - April 17th  

Palm Sunday Worship Service at 10:30 AM.   

Maundy Thursday - April 21st  

Join us for at 6:30 PM for our Agape Meal (The Meal of Love) in 

the Fellowship Hall. The Eucharistic celebration and Tenebrae 

service will follow at 7:30 PM.   

Easter Sunday - April 24th  

Resurrection Service at 8:00 AM.   

Easter Breakfast at 9:00 AM 

Traditional Easter Service  at 10:30 AM.   

 

MUSIC NEWS 

Plans for Holy Week at Christ Church 

Palm Sunday - April 17th - Continuing our tradition, 

the Alleluia and Chancel Choirs will sing a special 

Palm Sunday song during the worship service. 



Maundy Thursday - April 21st - There will be special music for 

this service. 

Easter Sunday - April 24th  

Sunrise Service - 8:00 am - Continuing our tradition, our youth 

and their mothers (and honorary mothers) will sing Jack Noble 

Whiteôs beautiful arrangement of the Lordôs Prayer. 

Traditional Easter Service - 10:30 am - Our Intergenerational 

Hand Chime Choir will play a special introit composed for the 

occasion, ñEaster Joyò 

Coming Attractions 

On Motherôs Day, May 8th, the Alleluia and Chancel Choirs will 

sing a gorgeous arrangement of the Ave Maria by Dan Kantor and 

Rob Glover.  Momôs, bring your handkerchiefs and wear 

waterproof mascara) that morning! 

Guest Choir Director 

We would like to welcome Alec Synakowski, who will be 

directing the chancel choir when Sunnie is not able to be present.    

Alec is a music teacher at Francis Parker High School, where 

Sunnie is the head of the music department.  

 

 

INTERNATIONAL MISSION OPPORTUNITY  

The entire Barnes Jamieson family plans to participate in a 

Habitat for Humanity Global Village trip to Chimaltenango, 

Guatemala May 21-29th. We will  building houses toward the 

vision that all God's people have simple, decent housing.  You can 

learn more at http://www.habitat.org/gv/default.aspx 

There are still slots available on this trip for other participants, 

and you are invited to sign up to go along. Please talk with 

Brend a o r  co nt act  S t uar t  Bar nes Jamieso n 

(sjamieson@habitat.org or 708-383-6328) if you are interested. 

The entire team needs to be in place by early April. 

 

 



EASTER LILIES  

Memorialize loved ones by contributing to the 

purchase of Easter lilies for our sanctuary. A list of 

those remembered and honored will be printed in the 

bulletin on Easter Sunday.  To place your order, you 

may fill out the form that will be inserted in your 

Sunday bulletin at the end of March or you  may call 

or email the church office. Watch for details 

regarding the cost and deadlines.  Orders will be 

collected by Joy Fujiwara.       

 

 

COOKIE RECIPES WANTED  

We would like to make a small collection of 

favorite cookie recipes to sell in booklet form at 

our next Bazaar. 

Please share your recipe(s) with us.  They may 

be handed to Karen Nakagawa at church or 

mailed to Diane Furuta at 1438 W. Balmoral, Chicago, IL  60640, 

or emailed to sakfuru@yahoo.com 

 

OUT-OF-THE-HOUSE 

TRI-C's Out-of-the-House ("Tomodachi") is currently accepting 

new participants who want to stay active physically, mentally and 

emotionally. Exercise, special activities, fellowship, rides, and a 

delicious bento lunch are offered every Wednesday.  Interested or   

know someone who might be? Call the church office at 773-338-

8170 or email: christchurchchicago@comcast.net. 

 

   

DONATIONS  

Thank you to all the Friends and Members of Christ Church of 

Chicago for your generous donations during the months of 

December and January. 

Selena Blackwell 

Grace Co                                  Matching Donation 

Yaeko Fujimoto                            Passage Appreciation 

 



Donations (continued) 

Joy and Gary Fujiwara                     Matching Donation 

Mak Fukuda                                     Matching Donation 

Mary Harakawa                             In Memory of Isamu  

 Harakawa 

Sharon and Jeff Hidaka                   Building Fund 

Sandy and Rev David Hirano        Matching Donation 

Ann and Kent Ijichi  

Kent Ijichi                                       Lock Donation 

Rev. Brenda Jameison 

Elaine and Darrell Kaneshiro 

Amy Kato                                  Matching Donation 

Cheryl and Dan Kawako              In Memory of Mutz Hara 

Don Kawamoto     

Chieko Kimura                                Matching Donation 

Barbara and Stan Kurokawa         Flower Donation 

Barbara and Stan Kurokawa         In Memory of Sachio Maeda 

Sumi and Jack Mukai                  Passage Appreciation 

Joyce and Stephanie Nakanishi     New Years Donation 

Jackie and Ken Nitahara               Matching Donation 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Okabe 

Mr. and Mrs. Shig Oki 

Betty and Ted Okita                In Memory of Riichi and 

 Kikuno Kushino 

Janet Okubo                                     Passage Appreciation 

Peterson Karate Club 

Peterson Karate Club 

Donna Ito Ruck and Family             Passage Appreciation 

Aya Sato                                           Passage Appreciation 

Tracey and Jon Shimabukuro      Matching Donation 

Yo and Frank Shimizu                  Passage Appreciation 

Andrea and Will Smith       Matching Donation 

Sachi Suzuki                       Stewardship Donation 

Nancy and Robert Takagi    Matching Donation 

Edith Takaki                        Matching Donation 

Sue and Steve Takaki              In Memory of Grandpa  

 Bob 

Sue and Steve Takaki              Matching Donation 

Jenny and Alvin Tamura 

Rev. Sharon Thornton 

 



Grace Torii                             Passage Appreciation 

Joan and Bruce Toyama    Matching Donation 

Paula Tsurutani  

Lily and Pedro Ulate (6) 

Gayle and Mas Yamaji       Neighbors In Need 

Susan Yamanaka                      Matching Donation 

Christmas Fund 

Sandra Angus   Yuko Nasu  

Alyse Azuma   Mieko Nasu  

Yoneko Berenz   Donna and Scott Nitahara 

Eleanor and Tio Fujiwara  Jackie and Ken Nitahara 

Joy and Gary Fujiwara  Suzanne and Jason Ogawa 

Donna and Ralph Fujiwara  Rose Okabe  

and Family   Robyn Oshita  

Henry Fukui   Bess Ozawa  

Ruby Hanaoka   Atsumi and George Ozawa 

Ann and Kent Ijichi  Claudette Rasmussen 

Fay and Ken Kadowaki  Peggy and Yosh Sakai 

Russ Katahira   Schlauder Family  

Peggy Katahira   Lois and Jim Shikami 

Jeanne Kawako   Alan Shikami Family 

Cheryl Hara, Dan Kawako  Will  Smith Family  

Marcella Bondie Keenan  Frances Sugai  

Chieko Kimura   Sachi Suzuki  

Helen Kodani   Nancy and Robert Takagi 

Barbara and Stan Kurokawa Edith Takaki  

Marcia  Kushino   June Tamanaha  

Yurie Kushino   James Terada  

    

    

   

     

     

    

   

    

    

      

      

Mary Mantel   Dahlia and Hiro Toyama 

Pat Matsui   Lily and Pedro Ulate 

Peggy and James Mita  Juana and Willie Wong 

Helen Miyake   Terry Yamagiwa  

Setsuko Monma   Gary  Yamagiwa  

Toki Morikado   Midori Yamamoto 

Kimberly and Eric Morton  Alyce and Rocky Yamanaka 

Sue Nakagi   Susan Yamanaka 

Joyce and Stephanie Nakanishi Pat Yoshino  

Miyeko Nakao      



In Memory of Edith Higashi  

 

FEBRUARY FEST 2011 

Our 3rd Annual February Fest was timed perfectly for a welcome 

to Brenda and Stuart Jamieson!  It was a spirited evening of food  

Alyse Azuma  Peggy and Jim Mita  

Mr. and Mrs. George Eng Dorothy Miyake  

Joy and Gary Fujiwara Suzanne Ogawa  

Teri Hirai   Bess Ozawa  

Mr. and Mrs. Ernie Hyosaka Mr. and Mrs. Jiro Sakamoto 

Ann and Kent  Ijichi   Christine and Robert Schukies 

Harriet Ito  Sachi Suzuki  

Fay and Ken Kadowaki Edith Takaki  

Merle Kaneko  Mr. and Mrs. Y. Tanaka 

Elaine and Darrell Kaneshiro Dahlia and Hiro Toyama 

Russell Katahira  Mary and Ronald Voight 

Rosalie and Bill Kato Mr. and Mrs. Howard Yahiro 

Barbara and Stanley Kurokawa Karen Yamada  

Yurie Kushino  Susan Yamanaka  

Marcia Kushino  Alyce and Rocky Yamanaka 

Martha May  Mr. and Mrs. Yasutake 

Kazzie Mayahara  Shigiko Yoshimura  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(our traditional potluck!) and fun! Table conversation games 

humorously helped us get to know each other better, and Lois and 

Fran's "Getting to Know You song" set the tone for the evening! 



The "Minute-to-Win It" games that Stephanie & Craig planned 

had everyone hopping, blowing, building, and laughing!  (We'll 

never forget the sight of wiggling noses moving cookies carefully 

into open mouths!!!)  Everyone left with smiles on their faces, 

and Brenda took home a box of hand-made Valentines! 



What a great committee!   Many thanks to Robin Hirano, Craig 

Kaneshiro, Elaine Kaneshiro, Russell Katahira, Stephanie 

Nitahara, Josie Sugai, Sue Takaki, Dahlia Toyama, Fran Walker, 

and Alyce Yamanaka! 

 

 

THANK YOU  

Thanks From The Heart 

Thank you so much for your outpouring of love at the February 

Fest.  It was great to celebrate ñGetting to Know You.ò  Food 

surpassed my high expectations.  The table games were apt and 

fun.  The valentines you made for me were precious, and will 

continue to warm my heart in the months to come.  I thought it 

was kind of you to put the 10-11 year old boys on my Minute To 

Win It team; even a pastorôs ineptitude couldnôt hold this group 

back. 

Most importantly, though, I appreciate being with a congregation 

who knows how to enjoy each other.  I contend that ña church 

who plays together, prays together.ò Once again, you have shown 

me evidence that, with Godôs help, there is nothing we cannot do. 

Thank you. 

    Reverend Brenda Barnes Jamieson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

PASSAGE DEADLINE 

 

The deadline for May-June Passage is April 18, 2011.  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 

 

Prayers of comfort for the family of Bob Imon, who 

recently passed away.  Prayers of healing for Ben 

Yamagiwa, Ikue Itami, Paul Kimura, Tracey 

Shimabukuro, Kiyo Tamanaha, Aiko Amino, Corinne 

Hamill (friend of Tomi Shimojima), Sandy Parsons 

and Judy Scheller.   

Happy Birthday to all of those celebrating in 

March and April! 

March - Connie Johnson, Chieko Kimura, 

Barbara Kurokawa, Hachi Nagai, Alyson 

Schlauder, Will Smith and Ellen Takagi. 

April - Tyler Hirano, Yurie Kushino and Derek Ozawa. 

Please accept our apologies if we omitted anyone!  If your 

birthday is not listed here, chances are that we do not have 

your updated information. Please contact the church office. 

and request a membership update form. 




