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Dear Friends,

One of the summer ministries that Christ Church has
embraced enthusiastically and very faithfully is Vacation Bible
School. It is very encouraging to see so many of our church
members taking time off from their busy schedules to participate
in the five days of higlenergy and fusfilled VBS.

The children love the stories, games, songs and crafts they
learn. All the adults come away from the VBS week feeling
rejuvenated and profoundly blessed. Our youth and young adults
are an integral part of everything that goes on at summer Bible
school; they play games with the younger kids and have roles in
the daily opening and closing sessions. This is truly an
intergenerational program in our church where no one is too old
to participate.

VBS is undoubtedly a great outreach program! Last June, 26
kids came to Christ Church to surf through the Scriptures and
only nine of them attend our church regularly. Church volunteers
also have the opportunity to get together and to enjoy one another
during VBS. Where else would we have a good laughter after
seeing Russ Katahirabés cel |l p
Bible story time while he played King David? How often can |
play four square with Kirsten Takaki, Jordan Yamagiwa, and
Ryan Kuramitsu? How frequently do we have the chance to let
our inner child come out during a water balloon toss game on the
church front lawn? It is no wonder that the last day of VBS is
always marked by a genuine sense of joy, gratitude and
celebration!

My part in VBS is relatively small when compared to all the
work and effort that is required to transform our sanctuary into a



beach party setting. | am the storyteller; which means that, before
and after the children see the word of God acted out by our
church members, I help them understand the message of the Bible
story assigned for the day. It is fascinating to see how easily the
kids memorize and absorb the essence of each biblical passage.
But what really struck me this year was their ability to translate
their understanding of God into very concrete and tangible life

experiences. When we tal ked al
up very clear examples of occasions when they were forgiven.
When we spoke of Ahumility, o

definitions; instead, they talked about moments in their own
young lives when they were humbled. When we talked about
Aprayer, 0 they did not make an
elaborate confession of faith; they simply expressed in simple
ways how they feel Godods real
eyes to speak with God.

Many adults cannot express their faith so articulately and
openly. We usually try to rationalize and intellectualize God and
then we internalize our faith and make it so private that it
becomes an amorphous combination of personal convictions
rather than a lived experience. It is actually quite telling that
Christ urged his disciples to become like children, so that they
mi g ht receive him and be weloc
Matthew 18:15). Jesus wanted all of us to understand that faith is
not only something we feel and understand intellectually, but
something we do daily. The children at VBS grasped this truth.

The late Mother Teresa of Calcutta once said that one of her
favorite stories was about a small robin that saw Jesus on the
cross with the crown of thorns on his head. The tale says that the
bird flew around and around until he finally found a way to
remove at least one thorn from the crown. But in his attempt to
pull out the thorn, the robin got pricked in his breast tingeing his
feathers with his own blood. The little bird was forever marked
by his experience at the cross. Mother Teresa confessed that she
often wanted to be that bird. As a matter of fact, she wrote in her
journal that all of us should be like the reldested robin. Every
one of us should have a real, palpable, solid andrhfesforming
encounter with Christ that would leave an indelible mark on who
we are and on the way we live.



This story reminds us that we do not have to be shiperans
to live by faith. We can make our faith real through small acts of
love, kindness, generosity, and forgiveness. Taking the time to be
with children during Vacation Bible School is one way to make
our faith real. But we have hundreds of other opportunities at
Chri st Church to show the wot
changed our lives. We can send a card to someone who has not
been coming to church regularly. We can call up a friend to invite
him to be part of our worship service. We can bring flowers to a
shutin. We can join one of our church boards and committees.
We can volunteer to refinish the church front doors. We can tell
someone that God loves her.

During the month of August, as we all get busy with our
summer plans, vacations and activities, | encourage you to let
your actions reify the gift of faith that Christ has placed in your
heart. May we all become as honest, open and articulate about
what we believe as the children in VBS.

Have a great summer!

Sincerely,

Tev. ?Mhﬁduw g:mc;a

SUMMER WORSHIP

God has blessed humankind with many talents and

gifts; therefore, during the month of August, Christ

Church will host a series of worship services to

celebrate the creativity, diversity and beauty of the
human soul and mind. In a reverent and relaxed environment, we
will honor our longtime members; learn about other cultures;
discover new ways to live out our faith in Chicago and will enjoy
the gift of music. Come, join us and bring a friend!

August 3- Remembering and Honoring Loiigme Members

August 10- George Suyeokastoryt el | i n g, childr
sculpturing



August 17- Night Ministry: New Projects and Opportunities for
Participation and volunteering

August 24-Tina Pappademos: Immersion in the world of Opera

August 31-Diversity in Music: Gospel Music and American,
Hawaiian, Japanese and Brazilian Songs

CHRIST CHURCH DEVOTIONS

At Christ Church we follow the lectionary, which is a prescribed
list of biblical readings to be used on Sunday worship. The
lectionary takes us through a thrgear cycle of Scripture
lessons; each year gives the church the opportunity to focus on
one of the first three gospels: Matthew, Mark and Luke. The
church years are designated by the letters A, B and C. We are
currently in Year A and the gospel lessons assigned for this year
come from the Gospel according to St. Matthew.

During the month of August, | will write a brief meditation based
on the gospel lessons appointed by the lectionary. Since we are
not having our regular services this month, | want to make sure
that our church members and friends will be spiritually nourished
by Goddés word. You wi ||l find
the bulletin.

If you would like to have the Sunday devotion sent to you by mail
or email, please contact the church office and leave a message
with Arlene Hayn.

AKI MATSURI 2008 IS SET FOR OCTOBER 4TH

It's official. Aki Matsuri 2008 is set foOctober 4th, the first
Saturday of October. We hope that you will plan to be in town
that week, and will join in on all the various activities required to
make our annual bazaar a success.

Our Passage deadline prevents us from reporting on our first
planning meeting scheduled for July 13, but we hope that by the
time of publication, we will have made important decisions as to



presenting a more simplified, less labor intensive event.

Everyone seems to be in agreement as to the necessity of
continuing our bazaar tradition: it is a much needed fund raiser; it is
a communityfriendly event; and it engenders a spirit of
camaraderie in our church family.

Please start watching and listening for news about Aki Matsuri.
Start thinking about how you can be involved. Can you start
knitting scarves or pot holders, make Christmas ornaments, create
note cards, make jewelry, crochet scrubbies, decorate T shirts, or
make a completely new gift item? The hand craft booth did very
well last year, thanks to you.

Please remember, when the time comes, answer the call for
volunteers, whatever best suits your capabilities. We're all in this
together!

Lois Shikami

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

Back in February, the church youth raised money during an event
called the Souper Bowl of Caring. Because of all the generous
donations, a total of $616.27 was raised! This year, the youth
decided to put the money raised towards an organization called
AKiva. o0 This organization helop
give loans to poor people running small businesses all over the
world. This process, called micfoi nanci ng, doesnbo
family for a day, or even a year, but rather allows them to support
themselves and their community. The goal is to help the poor use
their small business to move their families out of poverty.

Through Kiva, we selected two business owners and loaned them
the money we raised to improve their businesses:

The first person we loaned money to was Anna Fizyik, who lives in
western Ukraine. AShe has thre:
one greagrandchild. A widow, Anna helps to support herself with



a small mar ket business sellir
been in this type of business for 16 years. Loans received through
Nadiya Ukraine have helped her establish a successful, profitable
business... This loan will allow her to purchase 150 kilograms of
meat so she can increase her inventory and continue earning a
good income. 0

The second person was Fatmata Sesay, who lives in Sierra Leone.
AFat mata i s 38 years ol d and

husband is also a fish monger and both have been running their
fish business for 18 years but on a very small scale. With the

previous loan from SMT, Fatmata increased her stock and

income, and she was able to assist her husband in meeting the
family income. Fatmata would like to expand her business and is

requesting a | oan of $1200 to

The money that the church raised has helped these people support
themselves, which then goes on to benefit their whole
community. Within a year, the loans we have given should be
repaid and we can then go on to put the money back into Kiva
and help fund other entrepreneurs. By supporting these business
owners, we are helping to eradicate poverty in the world, which is
a very exciting thing! Thank you to everyone who helped and
supported our youth fundraiser and this cause!

Mari Yamagiwa

CHRIST CHURCH OF CHICAGO

ELECTED CHURCH OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

We are grateful for all church officers and committee members
who enrich the life, mission and ministries of Christ Church. We
would not be such a caring, welcoming and active congregation
without the dedicated work of our church leaders.

Below you will find a list with all the church officers and
committee members who were elected at the annual meeting:



CHURCH COUNCIL - meets every fourth Tuesday at 7:30
pm

Russell Katahira & Elaine Kaneshir@o-moderators

Gary Fujiwara Trustees

Robin Hirano- Christian Education

Fay Kadowaki Church Treasurer

Lois Shikami- Council Clerk

Tracey ShimabukureMembersat-Large

Edith Takaki- Diaconate

Dahlia ToyamaWo mendés Fel |l owshi p
Alyce Yamanaka Membersat-Large

Donna Nitahara Special Treasurer

BOARD OF TRUSTEES - meets every second Sunday at
12:00 pm

Gary Fujiwara chair

Kent ljichi

Mark Matsuo

DIACONATE - meets every third Sunday at 12:00 pm

Edith Takaki- chair
Sandra FulleAngus
Connie Johnson
Harriet Ito

Barbara Kurokawa
Mary Mantel

Will Smith

Kiyo Takemoto
Mary Mantel

Bess Ozawa

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD - meets every third
Tuesday at 7:30 pm

Robin Hirano- chair
Jackie Nitahara
Josie Sugai

Carla Imon

Nancy Takagi



STEWARDSHIP TASK FORCE - convenes as needed

Gary Fujiwara chair
Sharon Hidaka

Sachi Suzuki

Sue Takaki

Rev. Paulo Frangaexofficio

WOMENOGS FELL OWsdtslogasionally as needed

Pat Yoshino, Rose Okabe & Juana Weg-chairs
Atsumi Ozawa

Bess Ozawa

Fay Kadowaki

Kiyo Takemoto

Akiko Saito

Sachi Suzuki

MINISTRY OF CARING - meets every fourth Sunday at
11:30 am

Marcia Kushino- chair

Neil Brown

Helen Miyake

Donna Nitahara

Frances Sugai

Kiyo Takemoto

PASTORAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE - meets quarterly
or as needed

Karen Nakagawa

Jon Shimabukuro

Suzanne Ogawa
Jane Kaihatsuexofficio

We are currently searching for a church member to be our
Delegate to the IL Conference and CMA meetings. If you would
like to be more deeply involved with the wider church as our
representative, please contact Rev. Paulo.

We are also thankful for the following members who have rotated
off their boards and committees:

Alyce Yamanaka Council Clerk

Akiko Saito- Trustees

Cheiko Kimura- Trustees

Jane Kaihatstichair of Pastoral Relations Committee



DONATIONS

Thank you to all the Friends and Members of Christ Church of
Chicago for your generous donations during the month of June.

Shiz Akitomo
Shiz Akitomo
Eagle Wings Urban Academy
Grace lgasaki

Fay and Ken Kadowaki
Barbara and Stan Kurokawa
Mary and George Maruyama

Rev. Wendy Mathewson
Rev. Wendy Mathewson
Helen Miyake

Alice Nishihara

Peggy and Yosh Sakai
Sachi Suzuki

Sachi Suzuki

Edith Takaki

Sue and Steve Takaki Family
Kiyo Takemoto

Tako and Hide Tokumasu
Lily and Pedro Ulate

Linda and Brooke Whitted

Juana and Willie Wong
Lynn and Gary Yamagiwa

BUILDING FUND

E. Higashi, F. Taniguchi
Rosie and Jim Kawakami

Building Usage

In Memory of Mas lgasaki
and Mr and Mrs Riichi
Kushino

In Memory of Frank Fukami
Flower Fund

In Honor of graduates Mari
and Jordan Yamagiwa

In Memory of Karen Fischer
In Memory of Bill Tanabe

In Memory of Frank Fukami
In Memory of George

Kido and Frank Fukami

In Memory of Hiro Nagai
Vacation Bible School

In Memory of Grandpa Bob
In Memory of Frank Fukami
In Memory of George Kido

Thank You for helping all
of us

In Memory of Sofia Wong
In Celebration of
Graduation

In Memory of James Young

By Scott Nitahara



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND UPDATE

The Capital Campaign Committee is presently seeking a
contractor to install the restrooms as designed by our architects.
Because of strong interest by new contractors, the committee has
extended the period of search. A decision will hopefully be made
within a few weeks

RECENT DONOR

Sada and Howie Hatanaka
George Ito, In Memory of Dorothy Sachiko lkeda Ito

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN STEERING COMMITTEE

Robin Hirano- Chair
Rev. Paulo Franca
Gary Fujiwara
Elaine Kaneshiro
Russell Katahira
Lois Shikami

Jim Shikami

STEWARDSHIP 2008

fiThe kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when
it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so
that the birds of the air com
Matthew 13:3132

The ability to meet the 2008/2009 budget approved at the last
annual meeting depends on each and every one of us who truly
care about Christ Church and want to invest in the future of our
congregation. Pragmatically speaking, it is your pledge that
allows the church to have a healthy budget. When you fill out a
pledge form and return it to Christ Church, you contribute to the
stability and vitality of all our ministries, missions, and programs.
More importantly, your pledge helps the church leadership to
better plan on how to use our resources so that our beloved
church may continue to be a house of prayer for all people; a safe



place for our youth; and a misstoniented faith community at
the heart of West Rogers Park.

But the concept of stewardship transcends our budget needs! The
discipline of giving has been part of our faith tradition from the
earliest biblical days. In Exodus, the people of God was
encouraged to bring part of their resources to the house of the
L o r dhe chibicest of the first fruits of your ground you shall
bring into the house of the Lord your God ( E x . 23:19
New Testament, Jesus reminded his followers that both faith and
money play an i mp o Do ronstore upofore i
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also0 ( Ma1).. Witheut 1 9
mincing his words, Jesus wanted to alert all of us to the
inclination that we all share to make faith immaterial and money
unspiritual. If we are fully committed to God, than our faith will

be expressed not in words only, but in the way we live. Our
pledge reflects our concrete commitment to God.

| am delighted that so many of our church members have
responded so positively to our Stewardship campaign this year.
Your generous and faithful giving is an unquestionable sign that
your love for God and for this church is real! We have received

78 pledge units so far and, amazingly, we are just $21,400 shy of
reaching the goal set by the Stewardship Committee to raise
$100,000 this fiscal year.

One of my friends, who was somewhat of a fixture on the
stewardship committee of his church for many years, used to tell
his congregation that he had good and bad news to share with
them. The good news, he used to say, was that the church had all
the money it needed to fund its programs and to maintain its
buil di ng; the bad news was tha
pockets. Well, we are very excited that so many of our church
members have pledged this year. Your monetary gift will allow
us to sow the seeds of our tomorrow. And we also want to
encourage our members and friends who have never considered
pledging, to do so. The gift that is still in your pocket can make a



huge difference in our church. Please, consider prayerfully how
you can join all the church members who have already pledged in
the exciting challenge of making Christ Church an even more
vibrant and Spirifilled Christian community!

If you would like to make a pledge, fill out the form below and
mail it to the church office.

May the Lord continue to bless all of you.

Sincerely,
Rev. Paulo Gustavo Franca

..........................................................................................................

fiThe kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in
his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the
greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and
make nests in its branches
Matthew 13:3132

2008 Financial Pledge
I n thanksgiving for Godo&s
gifts, I/We pledge to give the following dollar amount to
support the ministries and mission of Christ Church of
Chicago:

$ each week Name(s)
$ each month Signed

$ each quarter Date

$ annually

This information will be kept confidential

Cut along the dotted line and mail it back to:

Christ Church of Chicago
Att: Stewardship

6047 N. Rockwell Street
Chicago, IL 60659



APPRECIATION FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

The CE Board wishes to thank the wonderful people who
made a commitment to teach Sunday School during the

20072008 church year.

Jr./Sr. Class Reel to Real

Robin Hirano
Sharon Hidaka
Suzanne Ogawa
Jon Shimabukuro
Jackie Nitahara
Amy RobertsPaeth

Come Join the Circle

Carla Imon

Josie Sugai
Tracey Shimabukuro
Joy Fujiwara
Jane Kaihatsu
Nancy Takagi
Donna Fujiwara
Elaine Kaneshiro
Amy Kato

Jane Oda
Melissa Woo
Kelli Takagi

Mari Yamagiwa

Nursery

Alyce Yamanaka
Atsumi Ozawa
Erin Okazaki Shikami
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BEACH PARTY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2008
Surfin' Through the Scriptures!

N\

There were a lot of kids learning how to
surf this year at Christ Church! If you
stopped by during the week of June 22nd
26th, you probably met Max, Sam and
Flamé the flamingo who fepened a surf
shack right here and taught us the Beach Be
-Attitudes, great life guides for us all! 26
children rotated through the Surfin'
Scripture Scene, Beachcomber Crafts,
Rockin' Recreation, Snack Shack, and the
Surf &én Sand Science Lab wher
were encountered in fun ways!

VBS is successful on SO many

engaging and fun for the children to learn about faith
development in the creative setting! It reaches out beyond our
own membership, bringing in friends, family members and
neighbors! Our youth take on leadership roles, helping younger
children, leading games, enacting stories and demonstrating
science experiments! Three generations working and playing
together!



