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Dear Friends, 

 ñFaith,ò Rabbi Jonathan Sacks once said, ñis a form of 

listening.ò I have always believed in this truth and, as a minister, I 

have tried my best to listen for the whispers of the Spirit in my 

life as part of an ongoing spiritual discipline. When Russell 

Katahira invited me to preach at Christ Church in November of 

2005, by faith I heard Godôs call in Russellôs invitation. It was 

also faith working in and through my intentional listening for 

Godôs will for my life that inspired me to joyfully accept the call 

to become your pastor on October 1, 2006. Now, five years after I 

stood at the pulpit of this congregation for the first time, I am 

poised to take another leap of faith. I will be leaving Christ 

Church to wander off into the unexplored territory of a new 

calling. 

 Making the decision to step outside the circle of the familiar 

and close-knit relationships that define Christ Church was not 

easy. We have come a long way since God brought us together! 

This church has given me the privilege of growing as a UCC 

minister and as a person of faith. I am thankful for your patience 

and kindness as I learned to do ministry in a community that 

emerged from the dark days of the internment camps and, against 

all odds, remained true to its identity, traditions and dreams. My 

life has been certainly enriched by all I have been able to learn 

about Christ Church and the trajectory of the Japanese American 

community in Chicago and the United States. I give thanks for the 

indelible mark that you have left on my life and ministry. 

 I want to say a special thank-you to the people on the Pastoral 

Relations Committee ï Jane Kaihatsu, Suzanne Ogawa, Jon 

Shimabukuro and Karen Nakagawa ï who were incredibly 



supportive and instrumental in helping me to figure out how to best 

serve this congregation. I will be forever grateful for the many 

hours of sharing, listening, and planning that the PRC and I spent 

together. Lois Shikami also offered me invaluable guidance at times 

when I felt disoriented as a Brazilian pastor serving in a 

predominantly Japanese-American community. Always a patient 

listener, a strong supporter of my ministry and a dedicated member, 

Lois never failed to give me thoughtful advice on how to interpret 

and understand the many layers of cultural traditions that are part of 

this congregationôs rich history. I enjoyed working with Elaine 

Kaneshiro and Russell Katahira, our co-moderators.  There is no 

question in my mind that Russell and Elaine love Christ Church and 

take great pride in the work they do to lead this congregation into 

its future. One of my greatest joys was undoubtedly to lead three 

Confirmation Classes and to get to spend time with the youth of 

this church! I have repeated this many times and I will say it once 

again: Christ Church is blessed to have such an amazingly talented, 

creative, intelligent and fun group of young people. I am glad that 

Craig Kaneshiro and Stephanie Nitahara are committed to being the 

youth leaders; they have so much to offer to our kids and I know 

they will bring a lot of energy and enthusiasm to the youth and 

family ministries. I am also thankful that during my time as your 

pastor, Christ Church welcomed new members into the life of this 

congregation. Your commitment to being faithful to the Japanese-

American heritage while embracing the diversity of the human 

family is truly inspiring. I pray that you will continue to walk 

boldly toward the goal to become a more multi-cultural and multi-

ethnic church.  

 There are countless other church members and volunteers who 

make Christ Church into this strong church family that I have had 

the honor to lead as a pastor. I have always admired Marcia 

Kushinoôs dedication to one of the most challenging and difficult 

ministries in this church: the Ministry of Caring. The Womenôs 

Fellowship never ceased to amaze me with their hard work and 

organization. The Christian Education Board always works 

tirelessly to  provide our children and families with the best Sunday 

school program this church can afford and they are not afraid of 

trying out new ideas. During the last two years, Kent Ijichi has 

gone above and beyond anything this church could have asked of  

any trustee. Having this building is a true blessing and I am glad 



 that Kent has used his skills and talents to help this congregation 

claim it as its true home. I am not sure how I will celebrate Maundy 

Thursday without Hiro Toyamaôs delicious navy bean soup! It was 

always a torture to sit in the church office while the aroma of Hiroôs 

soup took over the building before we could finally savor it as we 

gathered for our agape meal!! And who could have imagined that 

Mary Mantel would come along and would help us run such a well-

organized and successful rummage sale?! It is truly incredible how 

this congregation always comes together and gets everything done 

so efficiently and successfully. 

 I am thankful for the staff of this church and how we were able 

to work together. Arlene Hayn has been a great colleague in the 

church office. It was good to come to the office knowing that I 

could count on her efficiency, dedication and knowledge. Pedro has 

always done so much more than anyone could have asked and this 

church is so lucky that Pedro not only cares about how our building 

looks, but he also cares about the people who come to worship 

whether they are long time members or first time visitors. Gracias 

Pedro! Then we have a really faithful and talented group of 

musicians who lift our hearts and spirits with their gift of music. I 

am grateful that I was able to work with Sunnie Hikawa, Fran 

Walker and Hue Jang. 

 Listening to God can be risky! It is always easy to remain in 

those places where we feel loved, accepted and safe. But every now 

and again, as one of our hymns says it so wisely, the Spirit of 

restlessness stirs us from our placidness and, empowering us with 

bold decisions, the Spirit gives us new vision and calls us to leave 

the comfort of the fold so we may do something new. This is the 

time the Spirit is blowing through the church and is inviting us to 

arise and to listen for Godôs will for all of us. In faith, let us be 

ready to let the Spirit speak and lead us. 

 In this season of Thanksgiving, I give thanks for every person I 

met in this congregation; for your love and friendship and for the 

amazing opportunity I have had to be your pastor and spiritual 

leader for five years. I pray that you will remember my ministry at 

Christ Church with joy and gratitude and I thank you for allowing 

me to experience the love and grace of God through the ministries 

of this congregation. My last day as the pastor at Christ Church will 

be officially December 28th; however I have accumulated several 

weeks of vacation time that I will use to facilitate my transition and, 



for that reason, my last Sunday at Christ Church will be 

November 28th. 

 As I mentioned in my letter of farewell, one of my favorite 

poems by German poet Herman Hesse declares, ñAt every call of 

life the heart must be prepared for leave-taking and new 

beginningséò As I prepare for my own leave-taking, I praise 

God for everything we have been able to accomplish together 

and, trusting that the God who sustained us up to this point will 

continue to smile on us all and will grant us Godôs blessings, I 

pray that God will keep and bless Christ Church. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 
 

 

ALL SAINTSô DAY 
 
All Saintsô Day will be observed at 

Christ Church on Sunday, November 

7th. Candles will be lit in memory of 

loved ones who have passed away 

within this past year.  

If you would like to honor your loved 

ones, please call the church office 

from Tuesday through Thursday         

INTERGENERATIONAL HAND CHIME CHOIR  

 

In celebration of Reverend Pauloôs 5 years 

and his last Sunday at Christ Church of 

Chicago, on November 28th, our 

Intergenerational Hand Chime Choir will 

accompany the opening hymn, Beethovenôs 

ñOde to Joyò.   
 

All are invited to come and ring with us!  Music reading not 

necessary. We will rehearse in the choir loft after the Sunday 

service.  



between the hours of  9 AM and 2 PM and give Arlene Hayn the 

name of the person you want to remember. Please, do not leave 

messages on the churchôs voicemail as it may be difficult to hear 

the correct name of your loved one.  
  

 

FAMILY NIGHT  
  
  

SAVE THE DATE!  

  

NOVEMBER 20th, 2010 AT 5:30 

PM 

  

FAMILY NIGHT AT CHRIST CHURCH:  

Plan for Advent and Christmas, make ornaments for the 

Christmas Tree of Hope, go shopping for Christmas gifts, have 

fun and fellowship with your church family 

 

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT CHRIST CHURCH  

 
The first Sunday of Advent is the 

Churchôs ñNew Yearôs Day.ò During the 

season of Advent, which begins on 

November 28th and lasts until mid-

night on Christmas Eve, Christians 

prepare for the arrival of the Christ 

Child. However the focus of the season 

of Advent is not only on the celebration 

of the mystery of the Incarnation, which 

was the first Advent. The Church of 

Jesus Christ also waits and longs for the 

second Advent when Christ shall come 

again. In this double focus on past and future, Advent is the 

season when people of faith affirm their conviction that Christ is 

present in the world today and that He will come again in power. 

This season gives us courage to live as faithful followers of Jesus 

Christ in the world celebrating Godôs in-breaking into history in 

the Incarnation and anticipating a future consummation to that 

history for which "all creation is groaning awaiting its 

redemption."  



You and your family are invited to join members and friends of 

Christ Church during this hopeful and joyful season. 

First Sunday of Advent, 

November 28th - The Sunday of 

Hope - Rev. Pauloôs last Sunday at 

Christ Church. 

Second Sunday of Advent, 

December 5th - The Sunday of 

Peace with Celebration of Holy 

Communion. 

Third Sunday of Advent, 

December 12th - The Sunday of 

Joy. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, 

December 19th - The Sunday of 

Love. There will be no service in the 

morning. You are invited to join us for our traditional 

Christmas potluck at 1:00 PM and the Christmas Pageant at 

2:30 PM in the sanctuary. All are invited. Bring a dish for the 

common table and enjoy this time of fellowship with family 

and friends. 

 

O Come  All  You  Faithful   

and  Let us  Adore Him!  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE  

December 24th at 7:30 PM 

 

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK AND PAGEANT  

 

Our Intergenerational Hand Chime 

Choir will accompany the congregation 

in a special Gloria.  Get ready to snap 

your fingers and tap your toes while 

our youth and chancel choirs sing ñThe 

Little Cradle Rocksò!   




