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Dear Friends, 

 I was inspired by a book I read recently that challenges the 

church to become ña verb.ò The author, Rev. Kelly A. Fryer, is a 

Lutheran pastor and missiologist who believes that God wants 

Christians to overcome the tendency to think of the church as just 

the name of a place ï a noun - where we congregate on Sundays 

so we may start seeing the church as a community called to be in 

action - a verb - in the streets, out in the neighborhoods and in the 

world. Rev. Fryer points out that the Church Universal, which is 

defined in the Nicene Creed ï the most ecumenical of all creedal 

statements ï as ñone holy catholic and apostolic Church,ò is 

called ñto be a church at work in the world bringing people 

together (one); helping people experience the forgiving, saving 

presence of God (holy); building a bridge between God and 

Godôs creation (catholic); and sharing the good news of Jesus 

Christ with all the world (apostolic).ò 

 The question I have been mulling over in my mind and in my 

heart now is how we become a more action-oriented church. For 

the past four years Christ Church has been focused inwardly and 

has spent a lot of time, energy and money laying down a strong 

and firm foundation for our congregationôs future growth. We 

have been very intentional about re-developing our organizational 

structure because we all know that dedicated, capable and 

creative volunteers are at the heart of every successful 

congregation. We have also expressed our unswerving 

commitment to become a multi-cultural and multi-ethnic church.  

Over the last two years, we have done a great deal to prepare and 

to equip our building for the next decade. Our pipe organ has 

been completely repaired; a new and more efficient boiler has 



been installed; the Youth Room has new flooring and a fresh coat 

of paint on the walls; several concrete steps have been taken to 

prevent seepage of rain water from flooding the lower level of our 

building; thanks to the generosity of the Womenôs Fellowship, we 

have purchased new collapsible tables that will make it easier to 

set up for all the cultural and social events our church hosts 

throughout the year. We have also used our website to connect 

with people from near and far who are looking for a church home 

and the electronic e-news allows us to spread the word about what 

is happening at Christ Church to members and friends of our 

congregation on a regular basis. Because it is impossible to do 

everything Christ Church has been doing without adequate 

funding, we have also worked really hard to raise money. As time

-consuming as some of the fundraisers we have throughout the 

year may be, they do help us to fund a lot of our programs and 

ministries. But again, most of this money has been used in our 

place of worship and in our own congregation. I think it may be 

time for us to look out into the world, to reach out to our 

neighbors, and to seek to grow so we may begin to build upon the 

foundation we have so painstakingly laid down. 

 Obviously, every single penny, every single effort and every 

single moment we put into making our church a place where our 

members, friends and visitors feel welcome, comfortable and safe 

are beneficial, constructive and justifiable. Still Christ Church is 

more than just a place; this is our holy ground where we gather to 

be reminded that we are a people with a mission. This 

congregation provides us with the handhold we need to be an 

active member of the ñone holy catholic and apostolic churchò of 

Jesus Christ in West Ridge. The whole reason for this church to 

exist is to inspire all of us to be part of what God is already doing 

in the world to offer faith, hope and love to humankind. As Rev. 

Kelly A. Fryer says so eloquently, ñour call as Christians, is to 

participate in [Godôs] mission. That means speaking, acting, 

protesting, giving, shouting, voting, working, and risking 

everything for the sake of love. That means letting the whole 

world see God ï the God who became flesh in Jesus Christ and 

who is still at work in this world through the power of the Holy 

Spirit in the lives of those who answer the call to follow ï in 

every single thing we do.ò And we can only participate in Godôs 

mission when we are willing to be actively engaged in the world 

as witnesses of Godôs saving love and grace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  During this summer, as things quiet down a bit around the 

church I invite you to ask yourself how Christ Church of Chicago 

can become an ñaction-orientedò church. How can we encourage 

people to have soul-shaking encounters with God? How can we 

risk everything to be more involved in our community, 

neighborhood and in the world? How can we use the foundation 

of Godôs love on which we stand to tell our friends that we have 

something vitally important to share with them? Ask yourself 

how you can be the instrument God is going to use to make this 

congregation act more like the one holy catholic and apostolic 

church of Jesus Christ and then take action. Share your thoughts 

with me, our co-moderators, the church council and with the 

leadership of the church, so we may work together to be Godôs 

action ñverbò in the world. 

 In Christ, 

  
  

 

 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC  
 

Our Annual Church Picnic is fast approaching.  It 

will be held on Sunday, July 11th at 11:00 AM 

at Linne Woods, Grove 1,  in Morton Grove, 

Illinois.  

Bring your friends and family to this wonderful 

summer event!!  What is a picnic without food?  Please bring a 

dish to share and beverages will be provided.   

What would our annual picnic on July 11th be without the raffle?  

Oh, we would still enjoy the outdoors, the informal service, the 

wonderful buffet, the games and spending the day schmoozing.  

But we sure would miss the great expectation of hearing our 

ticket numbers called during our annual raffle! Well, except for a 

minimum amount of purchased prizes, the bulk of the items have 

been generously donated. So, once again, we are kindly asking for 

donations. Please think about any items that would interest kids 

or adults of all ages. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

   Fay Kadowaki, Dahlia Toyama and 

       Alyce Yamanaka        



SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS AND YOUNG ADULT 

ADVISERS NEEDED: 

PLEASE HELP!  

 

As the head of the Sunday School and member of the Christian 

Education Board, I am recruiting adult volunteers to become part 

of a team to lead Sunday School (K-8) and Young Adult 

Sunday School Teachers Appreciation  

Sunday June 6, 2010 

Programs.  Chris An has completed his ministry with us and has 

built an excellent foundation for the youth, but he will be missed.  

Both he and Reverend Paulo have worked on content and 

curriculum to take our program to the next level.  We need 

encouraging adults to mentor our youth and young adults.  

Struggling to find volunteers has been an ongoing problem for 

our programs.  The young adults have shown great promise as our 

future leaders.  Please help us sustain the momentum. Thank you 

for your support and I hope to hear from al of you. 

 

     Regards, 

     Nancy Takagi 

     Christian Education Board 
 



 ANNUAL REPORT AND BUDGET  

The Annual Report will be available on the church website as 

well as on the electronic e-news soon. 

Anyone who would like to get a hard copy of the budget, the 

Annual Report or the new Church Membership Directory, may do 

so by emailing  christchurchchicago@comcast.net or calling the 

church office at (773).338.8170 to place a request. 

 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP  

Our Summer Worship will be a bit different this 

year. In order to balance our budget and to 

reduce our costs, we will not invite special guest 

speakers, musicians or local artists to lead us in 

worship; instead Rev. Paulo will help us to 

experience the power of God in our lives with a   

new approach to worship.  

If you would like to find out what has been planned for this  

yearôs Summer Worship, well, you will have to wait until August 

and be mindfully present in  church on Sunday morning. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 2010 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by  sp great a cloud of 

witnessesé let us run with perseverance  the race set before us. 

- Hebrews 12:1 

 

THEME: Rooted in tradition while 

growing towards our future. 

 

 Dear Friends, 

On Consecration Sunday, which  took place 

on May 16th, every one of our members 

and friends took home a potted flower. The 

idea behind that small token of appreciation 

was to thank all of you who have 

continuously supported Christ Church and 

 



very faithfully throughout the years. Your donations, offerings 

and pledge allow our whole church to grow and to blossom as we 

seek to serve God, to remain faithful to Christ and to be a living 

and vibrant Christian community in Chicago. As we work 

together to bring good news to those who are hopeless, to share 

Godôs love with  those who are lonely, to guide our children in 

the way of the Lord and to  be Godôs instruments in the world, we 

become part of that great cloud of witnesses and we encourage 

one another to persevere in the race of faith. 
 
If you have not returned your pledge card yet, we invite you to do 

so. Remember that it is your generous giving that will help us to 

remain rooted in the rich traditions of our congregation while we 

grow together toward our future. 
 
Cut the bottom part of this page and mail in your pledge card 

today. Or, if you prefer, you can fill out your pledge card on our 

website. 

 
 

My 2010 Financial Pledge 
In thanksgiving for Godôs love and in recognition of Godôs 
gifts, I/We pledge to give the following dollar amount to 
support the ministries and mission of Christ Church of 
Chicago: 
 

$_____________ each week                    Name(s)_______________________ 

 

$_____________ each month         Signed___________________ _____ 

 

$_____________ each quarter         Date__________________________ 

 

$_____________ annually 

 

This information will be kept confidential  
 

Cut along the dotted line and mail it back to: 

 

Christ Church of Chicago 

Attn: Stewardship 

6047 N. Rockwell Street 

Chicago, IL 60659 



OUR ORGAN WAS FEATURED IN THE  MARCH 

NEWSLETTER OF THE CHICAGO CHAPTER OF 

AMERICAN GUILD OF ORGANISTS  

 

Marchôs Organ of the Month is located in the West Ridge 

neighborhood, at Christ Church of Chicago (UCC), Glenlake & 

Rockwell. I spent part of a recent Sunday afternoon there with 

member Fran Walker, who is one of Christ Churchôs organists. 

We had a lovely time exploring a very interesting organ. 

Formerly St. Mark Lutheran Church, Christ Church UCC, at 6047 

N. Rockwell, Chicago, houses a 2m/33r Berghaus installed in 

1970. Much of the pipework was new with certain ranks, and the 

Moller console, re-cycled. With the exception of the Rohr 

Gedackt 8 in the pedal, which is an extension of the Sub Bass 16, 

and the Dulzian 16 in the pedal, which is from the Great, every 

stop represents a rank.  

The roomôs acoustic is a bit dry but the organ speaks well. It has a 

pleasantly aggressive sound which gets rather ñbigò when the 

manuals are coupled. Fran played a Douglas Wagner piece where 

she specifically did not couple the manuals ï very exciting sound! 

It doesnôt hurt that Fran is a fine organist, either. Five ranks of 

reeds, with a nice Regal 4 in the pedal, make for lots of color 

options. The console has limited resources ï only three general 

pistons and only three pistons for each division. There is no 

general cancel. But the rocker tabs are easily accessible while 

playing and the ñtripperò combination action is quick and easy to 

set.  

The installation is quite attractive. Three ñtowersò with the Chor 

enclosed on the left. The insides of the exposed pipe towers are 

painted a brilliant blue, which up-close looks a little strange. 

However, from the floor creates an illusion of transparency. A 

zimbelstern with a rotating star completes the picture. The loft is 

spacious and comfortable ï the organ is fun to play.  

If you would like to see and/or play this instrument, please let me 

know and Iôll put you in touch with Fran. Itôs worth the time to 

explore this gem on the north side.  

 
Carl Chadek, Editor  

The Console Crier  



DONATIONS 

Thank you to all the Friends and Members of Christ Church of 

Chicago for your generous donations during the month of April 

and May. 

 

Alyse Azuma     95th Birthday Celebration 

Alyse Azuma     In Memory of Ken Katahira 

Catherine Duff     In Memory of Ken Katahira 

E. Higashi,  F. Taniguchi     OGHS 

Henry Fukui     In Memory of Ken Katahira 

Diane Hudec     Rummage Sale Donation 

Naoko, Makato, Rick,  

Ike Ibusuki 

Kent Ijichi     Gasoline Donation 

George Ito     In Memory of Hayato Morikado 

Teiko and Thurman Jordan 

Fay and Ken Kadowaki     In Memory of Harry Kadota 

Russell Katahira     In Memory of Ken Katahira 

Amy Kato     In Memory of Harry Kadota 

Amy Kato     In Memory of Roy Kuse 

Jim Kawakami     OGHS 

Marcella Keenan  

Mary Mantel     Altar Flowers 

Peggy and Jim Mita     Flower Fund 

Helen Miyake     In Memory of Joe Miyake 

Bess Ozawa     In Memory of Tom Ozawa 

Peterson Karate 

Nyla and Larry Rasmussen     In Memory of Ken Katahira 

Peggy and Yosh Sakai     Celebrating Yosh's 95th 

Birthday 

Peggy and Yosh Sakai     In Appreciation of the Wellness 

 Group 

Erin Okazaki Shikami 

Iku Shimizu     In Memory of Harry Kadota 

Josie and Mark Sugai 

Sachi Suzuki    In Memory of Hank Suzuki and 

Loved Ones 

Sachi Suzuki     In Memory of Hayato Morikado 

Sach  Suzuki     In Memory of Ken Katahira 

Edith Takaki    In Memory of Ken Katahira 

 



Sue and Steve Takaki     In Memory of Ken Katahira 

Sue and Steve Takaki Family  In Memory of Grandpa Bob 

Jenny and Alvin Tamura     In Memory of Rusty Honda 

Jenny and Alvin Tamura 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Tanakatsubo   In Memory of Ken Katahira 

Dahlia and Hiro Toyama     In Memory of Harry Kadota 

Nancy Toyama     In Memory of Harry Kadota 

Lily and Pedro Ulate     Flower Fund 

Lily and Pedro Ulate (5) 

Fran Walker    In Memory of Tom Sternik 

Pat Yoshino     In Memory of Roy Furukawa 

Pat Yoshino     

 

 

Easter Offering     

Alyse Azuma  Hayato and Toki Morikado 

Grace Co  Sue Nakagi   

Rev. Vilius Rudra Dundzila Yuko Nasu  

Lucille  Dunn  Mieko Nasu  

E. Higashi,  F. Taniguchi Donna and Scott Nitahara 

Joy and Gary Fujiwara Jane Oda   

Eleanor and Tio Fujiwara Jack Oda   

Mak Fukuda  Suzanne and Jason Ogawa 

Ruby Hanaoka  Rose Okabe  

Arlene Hayn  Atsumi and George Ozawa 

Teri Hirai   Bess Ozawa  

Harriet Ito  Pavlatos Family  

Teiko and Thurman Jordan Peggy and Yosh Sakai 

Fay and Ken Kadowaki Lois and Jim Shikami 

Rose Kaihatsu  Erin Okazaki Shikami 

Jim Kawakami  Tomi Shimojima  

Cheryl Hara, Dan Kawako Andrea and Will Smith 

Chieko Kimura  Sachi Suzuki  

Hatsu Kita  Edith Takaki  

Barbara Kurokawa  Kiyo Takemoto  

Mary Mantel  June Tamanaha  

Peggy and Jim Mita  Helen Terada  

Helen Miyake  Helen Terada  

Dorothy Miyake  James Terada  



 
 
 

UPDATE ON CAPITAL CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION  
 

We just learned that we made a 
big omission when we compiled 
the list of donors to the Capital 
Campaign. 
 
Dick and Karen Yamasaki 

contributed at the Premier 

Level, way back in 2007.  

Please accept our apologies.  

Your generous donation will be noted on the plaque very soon. 

Dahlia and Hiro Toyama  Gayle and Mas Yamaji 

Lily and Pedro Ulate  Alyce Yamanaka  

Juana and Willie Wong  Karen and Dick Yamasaki 

       

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH    

Sandra Angus   Helen Miyake  

Jeanne Cuneo   Atsumi and George Ozawa 

Harriet Ito   Peggy and Yosh Sakai 

Fay Kadowaki   Lois and Jim Shikami 

Elaine and Darrell Kaneshiro  Andrea and Will Smith 

Jim Kawakami   Frances Sugai  

Barbara Kurokawa   Kiyo Takemoto  

Marcia Kushino   Lily and Pedro Ulate 

Yurie Kushino   Juana and Willie Wong 

Mary Mantel   Alyce and Iwao Yamanaka 

Dorothy Miyake   Pat Yoshino  

       

BUILDING FUND       

E. Higashi,  F. Taniguchi     

E. Higashi,  F. Taniguchi     

Jason and Suzanne Ogawa      In Memory of Ken Katahira 

Bess Ozawa       In Memory of Ken Katahira 

Bess Ozawa       In Memory of James Higa 



MOTHERSô DAY AND CHRISTIAN FAMILY 

LUNCHEON 2010 

 

Mothersô Day is a very 

special occasion at 

Christ Church.  We 

believe that it is 

important to honor our 

mothers, grandmothers 

and all those who have  

mothered us in some 

unique way in life so 

we could become the 

kind of human beings 

we are today. There is 

an old Jewish proverb 

that says ,òGod could 

not be everywhere so 

God created mothers.ò    

At Christ Church we 

make sure that we 

r e m e m b e r  o u r 

mothers, whether they 

are biological or not, 

who help us to 

experience the selfless, 

extravagant and unconditional love of God. 

 

This year, during the worship service, our former seminary intern 

Chris An had our little children read messages to their moms that 

they had written prior to the service. Some of them were too 

small to know how to write, but that did not keep them from 

expressing their feelings for their moms. Anjolie Kaihatsu was 

one of those who very bravely told her mom how much she loves 

her. 

 

The church choir sang a special song reminding us of how Mary 

also loved Jesus and offered him guidance and care while he was 

growing in truth and in grace.  Our many thanks to Tiffany and  

 
 
 
 



Cameron Fujiwara who acted as 

Mary and the boy Jesus during 

the choir anthem. 

 

Mothersô Day would not be the 

same without  all the families 

that come together to worship, to 

give thanks for our mothers and 

for our families and to enjoy our 

Christian Family Luncheon.  

Bess Ozawa, Edith Takaki, 

Jackie Nitahara and many others 

worked really hard to put 

together  this yearôs luncheon 

and  program and we want to 

thank each one of you who 

helped to make the time we spent together so meaningful, fun and 

unforgettable! We are particularly grateful to all of our very 

talented youth for sharing their gifts of music and poetry with all 



families that gathered for lunch in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

It seems that every year we have more people making it to church 

on Mothersô Day  and we hope you and your family will join us 

in 2011! 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE 2010 

 

Another successful Rummage 

Sale!  We thank everyone for their 

wonderful donations.  And arenôt 

you glad you cleaned out that 

closet, basement or garage?  We 

helped our neighbors here in West 

Ridge  find new treasures and 

many immigrant families were 

able to purchase everything from 

pots and pans to dining room 

tables and chairs to outfit their 

homes! We helped others and, at 

the same time, raised money to 

support our church. Isnôt that a 

wonderful way to do mission?! 



Care For Real, a service of the Edgewater Community Council, 

was happy once again to take what was left over which will make t 

the people they serve happy.  We were blessed with beautiful 

weather and fun customers.  Everyone seemed to be having so 

much fun the day of the sale and we even made some money - 

$5395.98! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank the Rummage Sale Committee for all their 

hard work.  The committee consisted of Lois Shikami, Fay 

Kadowaki, Dahlia Toyama, Alyce Yamanaka, Erik Pavesic, Sam  


