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Please Welcome Brenda Jamieson, Our Interim Minister 

When Russ and Elaine first contacted me last November about 

the possibility of filling in during the gap between Rev. Pauloôs 

departure and the selection of an official interim minister, I have 

to admit that it was only with some trepidation that I agreed. 

While I love to preach, pray, and lead worship, being the point 

person for our entire church was a challenge that I didnôt know if 

I was up for. Add to this my full time work at DePaul University 

and the challenge seemed to me to be significant. Nevertheless, I 

agreed, in the knowledge that, as my home church, you would be 

forgiving of any missteps I made along the way. 

 

Looking back after a surprisingly rapid two months, I must admit 

that challenging as it was, it has been a genuine pleasure and 

privilege to serve Christ Church of Chicago as Acting Minister. 

Two months is not a great deal of time in the life of the church, 

but starting as it did at the beginning of Advent, it was a very full 

two months, during which time I was overjoyed to be able to 

share in every aspect of the churchôs life together. You have all 

been welcoming, supportive, and yes, forgiving during my tenure 

here, and I am enormously grateful to every one of you. 

 

As we transition from my time here into the care of our new 

interim minister, Brenda Jamieson, I have every confidence both 

that you will welcome her as you welcomed me, embrace her as 

you have embraced me, and support her as you have supported 

me. Our interim search committee has done a fabulous job of 

bringing us an experienced interim minister who knows how to  

 



help congregations transition through periods of pastoral change. 

Trust her and rely on her knowledge and experience, and she will 

help us all grow as a congregation and prepare the way for our 

next permanent minster. 

 

My time here was always intended to be a short-term stopgap 

until we could find someone of Rev. Jamiesonôs calibre to serve 

the congregation full time. Now that she is coming on board, I 

feel comfortable stepping aside and turning my attention to other 

tasks. Rest assured, however, that I am not going to disappear. 

While I intend to keep a low profile until Rev. Jamieson gets 

settled, I will be around, and look forward to attending worship 

with you as my schedule permits. As you know, with three small 

children who seem to pass around the same cold week after week, 

that schedule can sometimes get crowded with emergency 

nursing/daddy care. 

 

Remember what I said to you my first week here: Pastors come 

and pastors go, but the congregation is the body of Christ, called 

to the service of the gospel. We each have gifts to share with the 

congregation, and I have every confidence that Rev. Jamieson 

will benefit from your many gifts as I have. Both she and you all 

can count on my continuing support during this interim period, 

and I believe that the love and grace of God will sustain us as a 

church in the months to come. 

Peace and Every Blessing, 

Scott 

 

 

 

WELCOME REVEREND JAMIESON!  

 

As this Passage goes to print, we have just announced that our 

new Interim Minister, the Reverend Brenda Barnes Jamieson, will 

begin her ministry with Christ Church of Chicago on February 

1st.  Rev. Jamieson comes to us with skills needed in times of 

transition and successful experiences in interim ministry. 

 

 

 



I very much look forward to my next call.  Once again, I will 

come in with a set of expectations, and learn your expectations of 

me.  We will seek and learn and pray together.  Sometimes things 

will go smoothly, sometimes we will struggle.  In time, God will 

interrupt our course of action with a new set of challenges and 

possibilities.  The Spirit will shape us into something that we 

cannot yet imagine.  We will be witnesses to God's grace, 

building relationships that transform lives and glorify God. 

Rev. Jamieson will be commuting from Oak Park where she lives 

with her husband, Stuart. 

Thank you to the Interim Search Committee members for the time 

and energy they devoted to the process of selecting our interim  

minister....Mary Mantel, chairperson, Sandra Angus, Robin 

Hirano, Connie Johnson, Russell Katahira and Elaine Kaneshiro 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE 2011 

 
Christ Church will be holding its 4th 

annual Rummage Sale on May 21, 

2011. Once again we really need your 

help to make this fundraiser a success. 

 

Clean out those closets, basements, 

attics, and garages.  Please bring the 

items to Christ Church beginning May 

8th and no later than May 20th.  This 

year we have a little more time to set up, but not a lot.  Please 

pack similar items together and mark the bags and boxes with the 

contents ie. clothes, linens, household items, etc. 

 

We will take all kinds of items, sell them cheap and have the 

remainder taken away by Care For Real.  Anything electronic 

must work.  TVôs should be small and portable. Please donate 

only seasonal clothing ï no winter items. (If you have winter 

clothing you might want to give it to your favorite charity or Care 

For Real now.  This is when they can be used.)  Out of season 

items donôt sell and take up space we could use to better display 

the other items. 

 



Furniture and tools are especially good sellers.  In the past, we 

have found that furniture can be sold inexpensively and smaller 

items that can be easily carried sell much better.  If you have 

expensive furniture you were planning on donating, perhaps you 

could sell it on e-bay or Craigôs list and donate the money to the 

church. 

 

If needed, we will rent a truck again and pick up furniture May 

20th, the day before the sale.  If you know you need a pick up 

please let Mary Mantel know and she will put you on the list. 

 

More information will be available when I return in March.  Your 

winter project can be cleaning out those closets!  Have fun-you 

might find a treasure you forgot about! 

 

     Mary Mantel 

     Missions 

 

 

 

TRI -CôS WISH LIST 

 

Looking for ways to help out your church?  Tri-C has come up 

with a Wish List!   

Desktop computer for the church    

      office 

Multi-function printer, fax, scanner,  

      copier 

Sunday morning nursery help (once a 

      month) 

Volunteer driver for our Wednesday      

      Tomodachi program 

 

If you are interested in fulfilling anything on the wish list, please 

call the church office at 773-338-8170 or email 

christchurchchicago@comcast.net.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 



ANYONE NEED A RIDE?  

 

If you need a ride to church on Sunday 

morning or know of anyone that needs a 

ride, you may call the church office, 

Russell Katahira or Elaine Kaneshiro 

and we will be glad to arrange 

transportation. 

 

On February 6th, while football fans get ready to watch NFLôs 

Super Bowl game, the youth of Christ Church will join thousands 

of other faith communities across the United States and make that 

weekend into the nationôs largest youth-led weekend of giving 

and serving. 100% of the money raised will be donated to an 

organization of our youthôs choice.  

 

Please remember to bring your donation to the worship service 

and help our youth make a difference in the world. 

 

 

 

GIFT CARD DONATION  

 

The church is accepting donations of CTA 

cards, $5.00 gift cards to Jewel, Dominickôs 

and Target.  These gift cards will be offered to 

those who visit the church seeking support. 

Thank you! 



TRI -C YOUTH SKI TRIP  

Many people dread the winter because of the freezing 

temperatures and piles of snow that can make life difficult. Others 

rejoice when the mercury drops because of the opportunities it 

provides. This holiday season, the Tri-C youth went on a skiing/

snowboarding trip to Alpine Valley Ski Resort in Wisconsin. 

Waking up at the crack of dawn only to endure a 2 hour car-ride 

is never easy for young adults that are on winter vacation, but by 

the time the group assembled in the lodge, the air was buzzing  

with excitement... or was it impatience due to having to wait for a 

driver that took a wrong turn? In any case, they were rearing to 

get on the slopes - even those that were attempting this feat for 

the first time. The beginners started on the bunny hill, while the 

more experienced headed straight for the bigger hills, but all 

improved as the day went on. As the sun began to set, and 

muscles began to tire, last runs of the day were taken. Everybody 

was exhausted but had enjoyed their time on the slopes. Indeed, 

talk of the next trip started even before leaving the lodge! A 

special thanks goes out to all of the drivers, everyone that 

provided food, the volunteers that staked out our spot in the 

lodge, and Mari - our wonderful photographer!  

    By, Craig Kaneshiro 

 

 

 

 



 

CHRISTMAS TREE OF HOPE  

Once again I want to 

extend a heartfelt thank 

you to all those who 

generously donated to the 

Christmas Tree of Hope. 

Each year it amazes me to 

see the bounty of gifts that 

magically appear under 

the tree. We adopted two 

families this year through 

Heartland Alliance. They 

are single mothers who 

are struggling to provide 

for their families. Cherrell 

Jackson from Heartland 

states, ñAgain many 

thanks to each of you for 

your participation this year. Because of your generosity and 

compassion, nearly 250 families (so far) will have a memorable 

holiday season. Kudos for a job well done.ò I second that! 

Blessings and wishes to you all for a healthy and happy new year. 

    By, Nancy Takagi 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

 

On Sunday December 12th, about 20 of the 

youth, Sunday School children, and parents 

braved the Chicago cold and snow to carol at 

The Breakers and Harmony Nursing Home. 

We saw some of our church friends among the 

residents, such as Ruth Iwami (Breakers), 

Cheri Nakayama, Paul and Mae Watanabe 

(Harmony). It was joyful and heartwarming to 

see them, as they sang the traditional carols 

along with us. Thank you to the ladies who filled our stomachs 

with hot chocolate and snacks when we returned! 

    By, Nancy Takagi 



MOCHI -TSUKI 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I was young, Mochitsuki was a team sport meant to 

impress the opposite sex. The smacking of the bowl was our 

version of African drumming. Of course, back then, we would  



pulverize the mallets and the mochi was half mulch. Everything is 

much calmer now.  Erin calls for a little fighting spirit over the 

rumble of the electric pounding machine as we gage how much  



pounding our aging bodies can take. Craig turned the rice 

masterfully, some young ones had a chance to lift the hammer, 

and the mochi was never better: smooth, it rose easily in the oven 

and was silky in the mouth. 

 
 

 


