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Dear Friends,

At the beginning of this New Year, | would like to ask all our
church members and friends to carefully consider and reflect on a
very important question: What is your dream for Christ Church of
Chicago in 2010?

Over the last four years, we have accomplished a great deal
together. Guided by the forwaldoking, intrepid and faithful
vision of our church leaders, Christ Church has invested its
resources in programs and in our building to prepare our
congregation to walk boldly into its future. Our love, faith and
commitment to this church have been seen and experienced in all
areas of our congregational life. The yolgd Sunday services;
the youth and handhime choirs; our Family Night programs,
which are usually followed by a youth group sleepover; the
partnership with the Japane&eerican Service Committee and
the Wellness Group, both of which provide a critical space for
seniors; our willingness to restructure our church boards and
committees to improve the effectiveness of our ministries; the
unflinching dedication of church members who volunteer
regularly to teach Sunday school, to lead worship and to be on
our boards and task forces; our ministry to the homeless and
underprivileged through our committed involvement with the
work of the Night Ministry and Heartland Alliance; our
determination to open our building to community groups such as
the Karate Club; the desire shared by all our church leaders to
embrace our calling to become more inclusive and diverse; the
inspiring sermons on Sunday morning; the sense of community
that Christ Church fosters among all our members and friends;
our Lenten and Advent studies at the parsonage; and our joyful



giving are a just a few of the
grace have been manifested in our midst. We have reasons to be
thankful and proud of the work we have done together.

This year, Christ Church is reaching another significant
milestone; we are celebrating the™anniversary of our move
into this building on 6047 N. Rockwell, which has become our
permanent church home. Plans are underway to make the
culmination of this decade into a memorable and celebratory time
for our entire church family. We certainly want to honor all those,
both dead and alive, who have inspired us to come this far. But |
also hope that the end of this first decade will represent much
more than just a happy and slightly nostalgic celebration. As we
count our blessings, | want to invite all of you to embark on a
careful and intentional visioning process that will help us to turn
this milestone into the beginning of a new day for Christ Church.
Letds not rest on our | aurels
celebration to dream about the church we want to become. Now is
the time for us to refresh our vision and to let the Holy Spirit
guide us into our next decade!

| have thought a lot about my dream for Christ Church in this
New Year and here is what | would like to see happening in 2010:
1 - | hope more of our church members will be excited about
joining our boards and task forces. We are blessed to have a few
superb lay leaders who are willing to take turns doing most of the
work required to keep our programs running and our building in
excellent state of repair; however, we need fresh ideas, new blood
and younger people who are willing to join the ranks. | invite you
to be part of our ADream Team
share you time and gifts with Christ Church in this New Year!
2 - There is a saying attributed to the famous Chinese thinker and
phil osopher Confuci us (Tohmuttheg o e
world in order, we must first put the nation in order; to put the
nation in order, we must put the family in order; to put the family
in order, we must first cultivate our personal life; we must first

set our hearts righd. | believe each ti me
community of faith, something meaningful takes place at the very
core of our being. When we <co

not only cultivate lifegiving relationships, the Holy Spirit also
molds our hearts and gives us courage to make a difference in the
world. | hope that in 2010 our church families will make a



commitment to attend church more assiduously along with their
children. | know the youth is particularly busy. All our young
adults have extra curricular activities that are important and sports
have become a huge part of their social life, with so much going
on someti mes church doesnot !
However the church offers the youth something they cannot find
anywhere else. When they worship, pray, and serve God by
serving others, our youth learn a priceless life lesson: that we
should not just live to achieve our goals and ideals, but also to
praise God and to be a blessing to our neighbors even if they
cannot give us anything in return. Jewish sages say that one act of
kindness can redeem a life. At church we teach our children and
youth how a single act of faith, love and generosity can flood an
entire life with meaning. Our youth make up an integral part of
our congregation and | hope parents will encourage them to
become part of our fADream Tean
a priority for your family to be in church as often as possible.

371 I am convinced that Christ Church has the potential to grow
and to become one of the most vibrant UCC congregations on
Chicagods north side. We are ¢
Biblically grounded, missiowriented and creative congregation
where there is a lot of room for growth. But in order to grow, we
have to be brave enough to believe in the possibility of a new day.

I n the Book of the Prophet | s @
peopl e t o bel Erdawge thd site otybuetent, and u r
let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out; do not hold
back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakesl n 2 0 :

|l etds believe in our calling t
wi || join our ADream Team 201
growing! Volunteer, support our church financially, invite your
family and friends to come to

help, we can and will grow!

4 - Finally, 1 hope we will increase our mission and outreach
efforts in 2010. My grandfather used to say that a small burning
flame drives away much darkness. | hope all our members, both
old and young, single and married, will participate in our mission
projects. Last month we celebrated the coming of Christ, the
Light of the world, and our calling is also to go and spread his
saving |light wherever darkness
This is a powerful calling and whether you choose to pass out
hotdogs to the homeless; to volunteer monthly at a soup kitchen;



to take part in the CROP WALK or to come up with new ideas to
share with the congregation about other mission opportunities, |
pray you will do it willingly and gladly. My dream is that you and
your family will share the light of Christ in the world in whatever
little way possible.

| know that | have written more than | usually do, but this is a
special moment in the life of our congregation and | wanted to
share some of my dreams for this church with you all. These are
just dreams and some of you may be skeptical about whether or
not we will be able to fulfill them. Well, the Rolling Stones sing

this song that I really 1ike,
Get What You Want.o |Itds absol
everything we want i n | i fYey b

can't always get what you want; But if you try sometimes you
might find; You getwhatyouneed. For t he | ast 1
gathered weekly to worship, to pray and to serve God. We have
persisted in our determination
with the world. Along the way, we may not have gotten
everything we wanted, but because we refused to stop dreaming
and believing, God has blessed us with everything we needed to
be the Living Church of Jesus Christ in Chicago for a whole
decade! So | etds keep dreaming
together, so we may become the church God has called us to be
for another 10 years!

Faithfully,

e
\
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IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF
YOUR LOCAL CHURCH

In the Western Christian traditiodanuary 6th is celebrated as
Epiphany. In Latin American and some European countries, this
i s the day known as fAThree Kin

The word fepiphanyo means A t
reveal o and it reminds Christ.i
family when Jesus was revealed to the world as King and Savior.
The Season of Epiphany also reminds us that we are called to



reach out to others so they may see Christ in the way we live.

All our church members are invited to celebrate the season of
Epiphany, so we may show the world that Christ is indeed alive
in our worship, in our Sunday school program, in our youth

group, in our mission and in our hearts.

Below you can find some of the upcoming opportunities for
worship at Christ Church during the season of Epiphany:

SUNDAY, JANUARY 3RD
Celebrate Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the New Year

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10TH

Renew your baptismal vows on the Sunday we observe the
Baptism of the Lord

SUNDAY, JANUARY 31ST
Youth Sunday and our Seminary Intern, Chris An is preaching

RUMMAGE SALE 2010

It is hard to believe another year has gone by
and we find ourselves planning for the
Rummage Sale 2010! We have scheduled an
organizational meeting forJanuary 24th,
% (&& after the service. Anyone interested in
% attending the meeting is most welcome. We

appreciate your support and interest!




MEET OUR NEW MEMBER

On December 6, 2009, t
Reverend Elizabet
Aguilar was received as
new member of o
congregation. We exte
a warm welcome to h¢
and hope that she will fi
ways to grow spirituall
and serve Christ Church
Chicago.

If you are not a membe
of Christ Church and
would like to join, please
contact Rev. Paulo.

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, February 6th, 2010

|l t6s been 10 years since we
buil ding! Can you believe it?:
together!!

the Church Council cordially invites you to

THE DECADE CELEBRATION,
an evening of food, fan, dancing, remembering our journey and
Welcoming our future!

The food will be POTLUCK
(because it doesn't get any better than that!)

Entertainment is being planne
If you haven't been around for a while, this is a perfect
opportunity to come back and visit!
Bring a friend or two!



CHRIST CHURCH OF CHICAGO: MISSIONS 2010
UCC SPONSORED MISSION COLLECTIONS:

February 7, 2010 Super Bowl of Caring:Donations go to an
organizatiortheyouth group chooses.

March T OGHS i One Great Hour of Sharingi Supports
programs internationally for building sustainable communities,
welcoming refugees and reconstructing lives following disasters.
May i Strengthen the Church- Pentecost Sunday, May 23
Gifts further the commitment to be a multiracial, multicultural
church, open and affirming and accessible to all. In 2007 the
UCC celebrated its 50th year anniversary.

October - NIN 7 Neighbors in Need 2nd Sundayi Supports
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the US.

Crop Walk 3% Sunday i Interfaith hunger education and
fundraising events sponsored by Church World Service and
organized by CWS/CROP Regional offices.

December i Christmas Offering (formerly Veterans of the
Cross) helps provide pension and health premium
supplementation to low income retired clergy as well as
emergency assistance.

ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT IN ONGOING
MISSIONS

RCS, Food Pantnat All Saints Episcopal Church
e Destination of the food collection on the fourth
Sunday of each month.

Heartland Alliance
e December- The Christmas Tree of Hope is for
Heartland Alliance.
e The church is contacted as needs arise in their
ministry. For example winter coats for new families.

Night Ministries
e Church members serve sandwiches to the homeless
two nights a year.
e Provide snacks for the Homeless Youth Art Show.
e The Womeno Fell owship Col
scarves and hats that The Night Ministry distribute.



JASC (Japanese American Service Committee)

e Tomodachii support this program by providing space
and volunteers to assist.

e Fuji Fest- Support this major fundaiser with a $100.

Ad in the brochure.

e December I Saturday- Holiday Delight - The
Church (Neil Brown in recent years) rents a table and
sells the Church Cookbook and various crafts.
Cookbook proceeds suppor
Fellowship projects while other proceeds go to the
Church Operating Fund.

[llinois Conference

e The Church supports the lllinois Conference
financially with an ongoing pledge paid through the
budget and with periodic special request collections
such as the clean up kits.

ADDITIONAL CHURCH MISSIONS

1.

Wo men o s F e Thé 0w sish iegponsible for a
multitude of different functions in the Church primarily as
a hospitality and outreach missions. These include the
monthly first Sunday ACof f
Desserts, and preparation of siiCaregiver box
lunches three times a year. Organizing, setting up,
preparing, cleaning up and hosting various luncheons,
potlucks, coffees and teas are their responsibility. They
also send cards to newborns, ill and bereaved; gifts to
newborns; assist with memorial services when requested.

Peterson Karate Club We support the club by providing
a space for them.

The Church Trustees designate money in their budget for
Outreach Missions for distribution to various
organizations. This year the Mission Task Force will
institute an application process in order to have a better
understanding of how the money we donate will be used.

If there are mission projects you feel Christ Church should
consider adding to its calendar please let the Mission Task
Force know.



MOCHITSUKI AND OZONI:
A NEW YEARG6S TRADI TI ON

“ { :/‘,&. Flex your muscles and
4 N prepare your arms for our
N iy %

"~y ¢

annual mochpounding on
January 9th at 10:30 AM
at Christ Church of
Chicago.

For those who may not be

ff ami | i ap,oundbpbnot
or mochitsuki was once an
essential element to the New
Year 0s celebration in Japan. 0
the most important time of the year for most Japanese, and it is
both a solemn and joyous occasion. With the New Year, people
acquire a fresh start and it is believed that by the standard that you
set during the first few days, your fortune will be determined for
the rest of the year. There is joy in the renewal of the New Year
and also a spirit of seriousness in believing that the year, if started
right, will bring success and fortune.

The practice of mockpounding is rare even in Japan these days,
as people are so busy that they opt to eat -Gought mochi
rather than making their own.
tradition going at Christ Church, gathering early in the morning
on the Saturday after Christmas to steam, pound and transform
the Amochigomed (sweet gl uti nc
cakes and to be in the compan)
annual traditions that many look forward to and count on.

Some of the mochi that we pound is taken home for New Year
gatherings and much of it is sampled fresh with various dipping
sauces and toppings. We also make sure to set aside mini mochi
balls for AOzoni 0 ( Mochi Soup
Japanese as the first meal of the New Year, as it is considered
necessary for insuring a happy New Year to come! Hopefully you
all will have a chance to enjoy our very owni -C Ozoni on
January 10th after the worship service.



In addition to making the mini mochi balls for ozoni, we also
prepar e -mo dtkiagami perhaps you?o\
rather large mochi cakes stacked one on the other with a sma
tangerine topping it off and placed near the altar? Kagaochi at
New Year is an offering to the deitya gesture that signifies hope
for a happy and bright year ahead.

We know that mochitsuki is truly a group effort. It is anddly
event which requires many hands, and much physical labor. But if
brings our families and friends together and it gives us a sense C
community. We hope that all our church families will come to
Christ Church this year for mochitsuki!

MAkemashite, Ome-~dHagppNe® YeardEvemans! u !

Jackie Nitahara

WINDOWS OF CHRIST CHURCH

The windows on the east side of the nave describe the life of Chris
and the meaning of his ministry to the world. Carefully selected, the
Christian symbols depicted in these windows invite us to cultivate a
deeper appreciation for the life of faith.
The windows over the east transept:

17 The Butterfly - The butterfly is ¢
symbol of the transformation of life al
the resurrection. Emerging from
apparently lifeless cocoon, the butte
reminds us that in Christ, we are a
c r e a t3oafnanyoné is in Christ
there is a new creation: everything o
has passed away; see, everything

becomenewo (2 Cor . 5

21 The Cross and the Two Sides of the
World 7 Christ came to bring Good News to
all people. This window reminds us that in
Christ, the world is united in true peace and

| o v €here iB no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is no
|longer male and female; for all of you are
one in Christ Jesus (Gal . 3:28




The next 6 windows focus more on the life of Christ. The top
symbol will be described first in each instance.

17 Prophecy and Annunciation

A 7 The Christmas Candle and the Messianic Rosé The
messianic rose is the favorite Christian symbol of the promised
Messiah. In the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, the prophet speaks of
the new life the Messiah will bring into t
world: The wilderness and the dry la
shall be glad, the desert shall rejoicf
and blossom;like the crocus it shal
blossom abundantly, and rejoice wit
joy and singing. The glory of Lebano
shall be given to [f, the majesty o}
Carmel and Sharop.They shall see thf
glory of the Lord, the majesty of ou
Godd (| s-3). The3CGhristmas Canc

represents the light that the birth of Christ

brings into the world. When these two symbols are combined,
together they stand for the promise of the coming of the Messiah
and the fulfilment of the prophecy spoken long ago by the

prophets of old.

‘B 7 Annunciation 7 In Christian
iconography, the Angel Gabriel is often
depicted presenting a white lily to the Virgin
Mary when he announced to her that she
would bear the Son of God. The lily
symbolizes her purity, innocence and
modesty.

271 Birth and Baptism
A 1 The Christmas Star i The stal
shining above the manger represents
revel ati on o inthé bnme
of King Herod, after Jesus was born
Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from t
East came to Jeru
is the child who has been born king !
the Jews? For we observed his star at its



rising, and have come to pay |
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joyo ( Ma-2,0k10).2: 1

Bi The Lor dosThd&doyetwhishns

the symbol of the Holy Spirit that came down
from heaven when Jesus was baptized, and the
shel |l represent the Lo
fANd when Jesus had been baptized, just as
he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw the
Spirit of God descending like a dove and
alightngonhimo ( Matt . 3:16) .

3iChristds Healing and Teachi n¢
A1 Jesus Raising Lazarus from the Dea}
- Jesus spent much of his public minis
healing those who were sick and broke
body, mind and soul. This window calls
t o pl ace our fait v 0s
encourages us to \ Chr
ministries. To read about the biblical st
of Lazarus of Bethany and his resurrect
see John 11:44.

B i Sermon on the Mounti The hill with the
_ W: Chi Rho at the top represents the words of life
\\ W, and teachings Whén Jebess u s

\:\J\‘ ’/// saw the crowds, he went up the mountain;

and after he sat down, his disciples came to
him. Then he began to speak, and taught
e themo ( Ma-R)tAs JeSus dat down to teach
W/f’b\\% about Godods love and g

' reminds us that we are called to share the Good
News of Christ with others.

47 Transfiguration and the Last Supper

A T Transfiguration i The cross between the two tablets of the
represents Jesus who stood at the mount of Transfiguration
flanked by Moses, who is represented by the tablets of the Ten



Commandments, and Elijjah, who W
taken to heaven by a flaming chariot an,__
represented by the winged chariot whg
This window reminds us that Christ is |
us the fulfillment of the Law and t
Prophets as our Lord himself proclaim
N6 Do not t hink t h
abolish the law or the prophets; | ha

come not to abolish but to fulfié@ ( N
5:17).

B 1 The Last Supperi Represented by the
gold chalice with the grapes, this symbol
reminds us of the Holy Meal that Christ shared
with his disciples before his arrest, trial and

d eat hhe todkta cup, and after giving
thanks he gave it to tl
it, all of you; for this is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for

the forgiveness of sils ( Mat-£8). 26: 2

57 Betrayal and Crucifixion
AT The Money Bag with Thirty Pieces o
Silver 7 Jesus was betrayed by one of
own f ol Therwene ®f. the fiwelve il
who was called Judas Iscariot, went to
chief priests and
me i f I betray hi
thirty pieces of silved ( Ma t -i5).

B i Crucifixion T The crown of thorns with

the letters INRI represent the suffering and
mockery Jesus faced as he was taken to be
crucified. The four Latin initials stand for the
charges brought again
Nazaret h, King of t he
recorded it i n THen Ise g o
handed him over to them to be crucified. So
they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by
himself, he went out to what is called the
Place of Skull, which in Hebrew is called




Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others,

one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an
inscription written and put on the cross..
read, 60Jesus of N a
Jews  Joh1D). 19: 16

61 Resurrection and Ascension
A T Resurrection i The peacock on th
globe represents the new life of Chri
Early Christians adopted this sym
because the peacock sheds its old feat
every year and grows, newer, brighter on

B 1 Ascensioni In the Old Testament, the

Prophet Elijah was carried to heaven in a

chariot of firei Aé a chari ot 0

horses of fire separated the two of them, and

(S Eljah ascended in a whirlwind into

heave® (2 Kings 2:11). T
//[m\ to remind the Church that Christ was also
A taken into heaven after his resurrection.

—
-

DONATIONS

Thank you to all the Friends and Members of Christ Church of
Chicago for your generous donations during the month of
November.

Elizabeth Aguilar

Alyse Azuma In Memory of Howard Hatanaka
Linda Brandeis Neighbors In Need
Rev. Paulo Franca Christmas Offering
Sada Hatanaka In Memory of Howard Hatanaka

and Isamu Harakawa
Sharon and Jeff Hidaka  Pancake Breakfast Donation

Georgelto Bazaar Donation

Fay and Ken Kadowaki Christmas Offering
Pat Matsui Thanksgiving Offering
Sue Nakagi Flower Fund

SueNakagi Flower Fund



Mieko Nasu Thanksgiving Offering

Yuko Nasu Thanksgiving Offering

Janet Okubo Passage Appreciation

Peggy and Yosh Sakai In Memory of Susie Oshita Tanaka

Peggy and Yosh Sakai In Memory of Roy Nakazawa

Peggy and Yosh Sakai In Memory of Hisa Takami's
daughter

Josie and Mark Sugai

Josie and Mark Sugai Flower Fund

Lily and PedrdJlate

Wellness Group

Wellness Group

BUILDING FUND

E. Higashi, F. Taniguchi

Sharon and Jeff Hidaka

Sharon and Jeff Hidaka

Jack Oda In Memory of Toshi Oda and Chiz
Takemoto

Nancy and Robert Takagi

By Scott Nitahara

FAMILY NIGHT AND YOUTH SLEEPOVER

2 In the midst of our busy
family lives, frantic work
schedules and overloaded
academic work, the families
of Christ Church took time
last November to come
together to plan and prepare
for Advent and Christmas.

Gathering around the table to give thanks always allows us to
look at each other and be grateful for all the families that are
members of Christ Church. As many churches in the Chicago
area struggle to provide a strong family ministry to their



members, at Christ Church, we are blessed to have a vibrant
ministry that encourages families to worship, pray, and serve
together.

On Family Night, we have activities to engage every age group in
our church. For the last three years, Rev. Paulo has been taking tht
youth to a nearby store to purchase Christmas gifts for poor
families adopted by o
congregation. Every yeg
we partner with Heartla
Alliance to give to refuge
and underprivileged familie
in the Chicago area. T
youth group is instrumentigs
in helping us choose th "
gifts we donate. %

After spending a couple
fun-filled hours carefully
picking out Christmas gift
at the store, the vyou
returned to the church
wrap the gifts and
rehearse for Youth Sunda



Advent and for the Christmas Eve service.

While the youth went Christmas shopping, the younger kids and
their parents decorated the Christmas ornaments that were used to

trim the Christmas Tree of Hope.

Fran Walker is always very generous with her time and, thanks to
her generosity, flexibility and enthusiasm, we always have the
sound of good music on Family Night. Our seminary intern, Chris
An, also joined us and played the guitar as we rehearsed the songs
and hymns for Youth Sunday and Christmas Eve.



