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Dear Friends, 

 It is no secret that May is a busy month at Christ Church and, 

this year, it will not be much different. Our calendar is brimming 

with activities, programs and events that will give every one of 

our members, friends and guests the opportunity to celebrate the 

love that binds families together; to pledge to support Christ 

Church financially; to volunteer; and to worship God in spirit and 

truth. I hope you and your family will find a way to get involved 

so you may experience a bit of what God is doing in our church. 

 Mothersô Day and the Christian Family Luncheon are 

undoubtedly two of the greater events that dominate the life of 

our congregation. Mothersô Day is not an official feast day on the 

church calendar, but as Episcopal priest Dr. Dorothy Austin says, 

on that day, we are given the unique opportunity to honor ñour 

mothers, our grandmothers, our foremothers, our ancestors, 

those women who blazed the trail and charted the course before 

usé We honor all mothers: living and dead; strong and 

vulnerable; simple and complex; rich and poor; broken and 

heroic; mothers who have loved and labored for us, on our 

behalf, as best as they could.ò So it is only fitting that Mothersô 

Day should be such a festive Sunday in our church; our mothers 

deserve it! 

 Then, on May 16th, we will consecrate our tithes, pledges and 

offerings to be used in the service of Christ and His Church. 

Consecration Sunday is an extremely important day in the life of 

our congregation; on that Sunday, you and I will make a concrete 

and palpable financial commitment to support the church. Now, 

as you all know, money is a very sensitive topic and it is never 

easy to ask people to be generous and faithful in their giving 



when the country has not fully recovered from last yearôs 

crippling economic recession. Still, in order to be a viable and 

vibrant congregation, Christ Church needs to count on our 

monetary gifts. I encourage you to join me in making a pledge to 

support Christ Church in this new decade. If you have never 

pledged, this could be the time to start doing so. God has given us 

more than we could have asked or imagined and it makes sense 

that we would gladly give back as a sign of our love for God and 

our commitment to the Church of Jesus Christ. 

 Following the service on Consecration Sunday, all are invited 

to have a pancake breakfast in the fellowship hall while we hold 

our annual budget meeting. If you want to find out how much 

money our church has, where and how our resources have been 

spent and how we are ensuring the financial health of our 

congregation, you definitely want to come to the budget meeting. 

The proposed budget will be submitted for approval at the annual 

congregational meeting on June 6th. 

 Volunteers will be needed on May 22nd to help with the 

Rummage Sale. Neighbors are already asking whether or not we 

are having it again! Some people have even e-mailed the church 

to inquire about the date for this yearôs rummage sale! Isnôt it 

amazing?! If you can help, please contact Mary Mantel as soon as 

possible. We need all the volunteers we can get! 

 Few Christians remember the significance of the Day of 

Pentecost for the Universal Church; in spite of that, on May 23rd, 

we will gather to celebrate the Descent of the Holy Spirit on 

Pentecost. The Feast of Pentecost, which always takes place 

seven weeks after the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

marks the beginning of the apostolic movement. The word 

ñapostleò describes someone who is sent out with a mission. 

When the Holy Spirit filled the hearts of Jesusô disciples, they 

ceased to be simply ñfollowersò and became visionary leaders of 

the Early Church. As the Holy Spirit descended on them, they 

were sent into the world with a clear task to accomplish: to be 

Christôs witnesses to the ends of the earth (See. Acts 1:6-7). 

 Pentecost reminds us that we too have a role to play in the 

Church. The same Spirit that gave the first Apostles the courage 

to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with the world is also in 

us! And it is this Spirit that calls us to serve Christ Church of 

Chicago. As the church year comes to an end, we are looking for 



 

men and women who can serve on our boards, committees, task-

forces and on the church council. We need new leaders filled with 

the Spirit to guide us! So let the Holy Spirit fill your heart with 

passion and courage and join us as we seek to live out our 

mission in Chicago. 

 Finally, on June 6th, we will hold our annual congregational 

meeting right after the worship service. Please, save this date on 

your personal calendar. We have moved up the meeting in the 

hopes that more church members will be able to attend it. It 

became clear that many church families were already away on 

vacation toward the end of June when we usually held the 

congregational meeting. Last year, we barely had a quorum! This 

year, you will be able to come to church on June 6th, worship, 

celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion and then stay for 

the annual congregational meeting. Remember that it is your 

intentional participation in the process of decision-making that 

makes our church strong; so do plan to attend our annual 

congregation meeting in June! 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT CHRIST CHURCH DATES  

 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING                        

May 16th, 2010, immediately after service in the Fellowship 

Hall. All church members are encouraged to attend, so we may all 

have a clear understanding of our current financial situation.    

 

   CHRIST CHURCH OF CHICAGO OFFICIAL NOTICE                                                                                            
 

The Annual Meeting of Christ Church of Chicago, IL. will 

take place on Sunday, June 6th, 2010, following the worship 

service. 
 
A quorum necessary for the meeting is 50 members, including 

proxies. The church budget requires approval at this meeting. 



Please make every effort to attend. If for some reason, you are 

unable to attend, please submit a signed proxy (see below) to 

the church office or to the clerk before the meeting. 

                                                                Lois Shikami 

                                                      Church Council Clerk  

 

 

Because I cannot attend the Annual Meeting of Christ 

Church of Chicago on June 6th, 2010, I 

appoint____________________________ to cast my vote on 

my behalf. 

 

                        _______________________________________ 

                                                            (Signed) 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE - MAY 22, 2010 

 
Christ Churchôs Rummage Sale is 

approaching fast. We need your help to turn 

this event into an even more successful 

outreach to the community surrounding the 

church. 

 

You may bring in your donations beginning  

May 9th and no later than May 20th.  We 

have limited time to set up this year so we really need your help 

with organization.  The following guidelines will help us get 

started: 

 

Pack similar items together and label them.  If clothing, group 

them by sex and age and identify them on your bag or box. 

Furniture will be sold outdoors. If you need us to pick it up, 

weôll have a truck May 21st. Please contact Mary Mantel as 

soon as possible. 

All items should be clean and in good working order. 

All small appliances should be clean & in good working order 

Needed items: Plastic bags, paper bags, sturdy boxes, 

Volunteers to help sort and price items. 



After the financial meeting on May 16th, we will begin setting up 

and arranging tables.  We will be sorting and pricing items that 

week from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.  We may be working some 

evenings as well.  To verify the work schedule, please call Mary 

Mantel at (773-572-8944) or (773-818-5161 cell) or email 

mantelmary@msn.com. 

We need all the volunteers we can get on May 22nd!  

Remember the fun at last yearôs Rummage Sale!  Please look 

for the sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2010 

ñTherefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnessesé let us run with perseverance the race set before usò 

ï HEBREWS 12:1 

THEME: Rooted in Tradition while Growing towards our 

Tomorrow 

Dear Christ Church Members and Friends, 

It has been 10 years since our congregation took 

a leap of faith and purchased our current church 

building. For a whole decade this building has 

been our gathering place. This house of worship 

has become a welcoming sanctuary where we 

are connected to one another across the 

boundaries race, gender, class and nationality. 

In the midst of life struggles and the brokenness 

of the world, this building has become a healing 

space where we are reminded of Godôs love and 

grace every week. Christ Church is more than a 

building made of ordinary bricks and mortar! 

We are a congregation that radiates the love of 

God, where our members and 

friends are deeply rooted in the Christian faith 

and determined to run with perseverance the 

race that is set before us. 

Your giving is a vital part of our church life. 

Without your financial support, we would not 

have been able to celebrate our 10th anniversary 



at this present location. Without your faithful 

pledging, we would not be able to keep our 

heritage alive and to dream about our future 

together. Your annual giving goes well beyond 

paying for utility bills, church staff and our 

mortgage, it also helps us to make the words of 

the gospel real as we seek to feed the hungry, 

clothe the poor, and be a loving church where every individual is 

welcomed as a unique gift from God. 

In choosing Hebrews 12:1 as our 

Stewardship Theme for 2010, the 

Stewardship Task-Force hopes that our 

members and friends will look back and be 

thankful for the passion and dedication of all 

those who have given 

g e n e r o u s l y ,  e v e n 

sacrificially, so that we 

might have this building to call home. They are 

the great cloud of witnesses that continue to 

cheer us on as we do our best to live out their 

vision and dreams for Christ Church of 

Chicago. Now it is our turn to give and to build 

up this church for future generations!  

The Stewardship Task-Force asks you to 

make a pledge of financial support to the 

ministries of Christ Church of Chicago. 

Please, fill out the enclosed pledge card and 

bring it to church on May 

16th. We hope we can 

count on your generosity to 

ensure that we will remain 

a vibrant congregation for the next decade 

while we proudly honor our heritage! 

Sincerely, 

 

The Stewardship Task-Force 

 

Gary Fujiwara   Sue Takaki    Sharon Hidaka 

Rev. Paulo Gustavo França    Sachi Suzuki 



Please, mail in the pledge card below or bring it to church on 

May 16th, which will be the Sunday we will consecrate our 

tithes, pledges and offerings. 

 

 
My 2010 Financial Pledge 

In thanksgiving for Godôs love and in recognition of Godôs 
gifts, I/We pledge to give the following dollar amount to 
support the ministries and mission of Christ Church of 
Chicago: 
 

$_____________ each week                    Name(s)_______________________ 

 

$_____________ each month         Signed___________________ _____ 

 

$_____________ each quarter         Date__________________________ 

 

$_____________ annually 

 

This information will be kept confidential  
 

Cut along the dotted line and mail it back to: 

Christ Church of Chicago 

Attn: Stewardship 

6047 N. Rockwell Street 

Chicago, IL 60659 

 

 

PLEDGE AND DONATION FORMS ON THE WEBSITE  

 

Now you can fill out your pledge card on our 

website and send it in with the click of a mouse! 

We hope that this new improvement to our website 

will help our members and friends to save a stamp 

and will make it easier for our treasurer to receive 

information about your intention to give. 

 

If you prefer mailing in your pledge card or special monetary gift, 

you can download the new "Donation Form" from the website, 

fill it out and mail it in along with your check. Please make all 

checks payable to Christ Church of Chicago.  



STRENGTHEN THE CHURH SPECIAL  

MISSION OFFERING  

 

Strengthen the Church is one of the 

special mission offerings within the 

United Church of Christ (UCC). The 

money raised helps our denomination  

invest in the life of thousands of UCC 

congregations. When you give to this 

mission initiative, you help your church do the following: 

 

Fund new church starts and invigorate existing congregations 

Nurture lay and pastoral leadership 

Build youth and young adult ministries 

Support the ñGod is Still Speakingò Ministry. 

 

This offering will be received on May 23rd. Give generously! 

 

 

WINDOWS OF CHRIST CHURCH  

 

Christ Church stands in the long tradition of the Apostles of Jesus 

Christ. The windows in the choir loft, which we very seldom see, 

are a testimony to the importance of the teachings and preaching 

of Jesusô early followers  to the Church of our time. 

 

On the east side of the choir loft, at the top of 

the staircase, the first window celebrates the 

life and faith of St. Paul, the Apostle. Also 

known as The Spiritus Gladius window, this 

simple stained glass window is rich in 

Christian symbolism. It incorporates a shield, 

a cross-hilted sword, and an open Bible with 

the Latin words ñSword of the Spiritò written 

on  it. The shield and the sword remind the Christian community 

of the ñgood fightò that Paul fought to spread the Good News 

throughout the Roman Empire. The open Bible represents the  

epistles he wrote to  Christian communities in the ancient world. 

 

Behind the pipe organ, there is a large lancet window, which 

displays several apostolic and Christian symbols. They are 



difficult to see or to photograph because of the massive wooden 

box that was built to enhance the sound quality of our organ. 

Nonetheless, it is worth taking the time to learn their meaning. 
 
The first lancet, which is on the east side, contains two symbols: 

A ï Top symbol: The Banner displaying 

the Latin words ñEcce Agnes Deiò 

represents St. John the Baptist. This phrase, 

which is usually used during the season of 

Epiphany, celebrates Johnôs testimony 

when he sees Jesus and boldly proclaims: 

ñBehold the Lamb of Godò (John 1:29). 

 

B ï Bottom symbol: The Basket with a 

Tau Cross is traditionally associated with 

St. Philip, one of Jesusô first disciples. The 

basket refers to the feeding of the 5,000 

when Philip asked Jesus how they would 

feed the multitude. The Tau Cross is a 

reminder to the Christian community that 

Philip, like so many of the early followers 

of Christ, was killed because of his faith in 

Christ. 

The second lancet: 

A ï Top symbol: The Saw is the 

symbol used for St. James the Less, 

who St. Paul says in his First Epistle to 

the Corinthians, was favored by an 

appearance of the Risen Christ (1 Cor. 

15:7). Tradition claims that St. James 

the Less, who was at one point the 

Bishop of the Church in Jerusalem, 

was martyred by stoning and beating and, 

after his death, his dead body was sawn in 

two. 

 

B ï Bottom symbol: The flaying Knife is 

the symbol associated with St. 

Bartholomew. Tradition claims that he was 

flayed alive. 

 



The middle lancet: 

A ï Top symbol: The Ship is associated with St. 

Jude (Thaddaeus). He was a tireless missionary 

who travelled to distant 

places to preach the Good 

News of Jesus Christ. 

B - Middle symbol: The Headsmanôs Axe is 

one of the symbols associated with St. 

Matthew.  Tradition says he 

was beheaded in Ethiopia while teaching the 

Bible. 

C ï Bottom symbol: The Fishing Net 

represents St. Andrew and his occupation as a 

fisherman. Jesus 

called him when he 

was casting a net into the Sea of Galilee 

(Mark 1:16). 

The fourth lancet: 

A ï Top symbol: The Square and 

Spear has been the symbol for the life 

and death of St. Thomas. The carpenterôs square is used because 

it is said that St. Thomas built a church in India with his own 

hands. Later he was persecuted and killed with 

a spear by a non-Christian priest. 

B ï Bottom symbol: Chalice with a poisonous 

Snake is another symbol used for St. John. 

Legend says that an attempt was made to 

poison him, but he Lord spared his life. 

The Fifth lancet: 

A ï Top symbol: Fish and Hook is the traditional symbol for St. 

Simon the Zealot. He was known as the greater fisher of men for 

Christ. 



B ï Bottom symbol: Scallop and Sword 

represents St. James the Elder, son of Zebedee, 

also known as St. James the Greater. The 

scallop is the symbol of his pilgrimage and 

travels as he preached the gospel to the far 

corners of the Roman Empire. James met his 

death in Jerusalem around 44 AD at the hands 

of Herod Agrippa I. The sword indicates how 

James was killed when persecution of the 

Church broke out. 
 
There is a small window in the room 

adjacent to the organ on the west side of 

the choir loft, which we now use as storage 

space. There we find another stained glass 

window dedicated to St. Peter also known 

as Simon or Cephas. The Keys represent 

Peterôs great confession of faith when he 

said to Jesus, ñYou are the Messiah, the 

Son of the living God.ò Having heard it, 

Jesus said, ñBlessed are you Simon son of Jonah!... I will give 

you the keys of the Kingdom of heavenéò (Matthew 16:15-19). 
 
As you can see, each time we enter our building, we are 

surrounded by symbols that help us to remember the life of 

Christ, the love of God, and the faithful witness of early 

Christians. May the knowledge of the rich symbolism that is 

present in our building inspire you to have a deeper appreciation 

of our faith and a more meaningful worship experience before 

Godôs holy throne. 
 
I would like to thank Mrs. Lucille Dunn for her determination to 

retrieve the original documents that describe the meaning and 

symbolism of our stained glass windows. It was extremely helpful 

to use them as I tried to share with Christ Church the beauty of 

the symbols, emblems and monograms that surround us. 
 

 

You can help Christ Church be a better steward of Godôs 

creation by choosing to receive the Passage electronically. To 

do so, just send an e-mail to Arlene Hayn and let us know that 

you prefer receiving the Passage via e-mail. 



DONATIONS 
 

Thank you to all the Friends and Members of Christ Church of 

Chicago for your generous donations during the months of 

February and March. 
 

Chizu Ase     

Alyse Azuma      In Memory of Roy Furukawa 

Neil Brown       Altar Flowers 

Michael and Gene Doi     Passage Appreciation 

Rev. Paulo Franca      Easter Offering 

Henry Fukui      Easter Offering 

George Ito       In Memory of Roy Furukawa 

Ruth Iwami       Easter Offering 

Fay and Ken Kadowaki     In Memory of Ella Kaukini 

Fay and Ken Kadowaki     In Memory of Fernando Oyakawa 

Jeanne and Ron Kawako     Easter Offering 

Pat Matsui       In Memory of Tak Matsui 

Sumi and Jack Mukai     In Memory of Lil and George Hirata 

Joyce Nakanishi      Stephanie Nakanishi's Birthday 

Miyeko Nakao      Easter Offering 

Miyeko, Janice, Jim, Jill In Memory of George Nakao 

George  Neeno      Easter Offering 

Tom Okawara     

Atsumi and George Ozawa    In Memory of Fernando Oyakawa 

Peterson Karate Club 

Rev. Marilyn  Pagan-Banks 

Peggy and Yosh Sakai     In Memory of Tosh Hirabayashi 

Josie and Mark Sugai     Flower Fund 

Sachi Suzuki      In Memory of Roy Furukawa 

Kiyo Takemoto      Flower Fund 

Kiyo Takemoto      In Memory of Roy Furukawa 

Jenny and Alvin Tamura     Decade Fest Donation 

Takako and Hideo        In Memory of Lil and George Hirata 

Tokumasu     

Lily and Pedro Ulate (6) 

Kim Watanabe      In Memory of Tosh Hirabayashi,  

    Susie Oshita 

Kim Watanabe      Passage Appreciation 

Juana and Willie Wong     In Memory of Fernando Oyakawa 

Susan Yamanaka      Easter offering    



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alyce and Iwao Yamanaka     In Memory of Roy Furukawa 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  
Eleanor and Tio Fujiwara  Mak Fukuda 

Ann and Kent Ijichi   Harriet Ito 

Jeanne Kawako   Chieko Kimura 

Yurie Kushino    Marcia Kushino 

Mary Mantel    Rose Okabe 

Atsumi and George Ozawa  Frances Sugai 

Peggy and Yosh Sakai  Sachi Suzuki 

Tracey and Jon Shimabukuro  Kiyo Takemoto 

Andrea and Will Smith  Alyce Yamanaka  

BUILDING FUND  
Neil Brown and Bruce  In Memory of Minoru Saito 

Atkinson 

Alyse Azuma      In Memory of Roy Kuse 

E. Higashi,  F. Taniguchi 

E. Higashi,  F. Taniguchi     In Memory of Roy Furukawa 

E. Higashi,  F. Taniguchi 

Sharon and Jeff Hidaka 

Sharon and Jeff Hidaka 

Jim Kawakami     In Memory of Rosie Kawakami 

Yurie Kushino      In Memory of Roy Furukawa 

Marcia Kushino      In Memory of Roy Furukawa 

Helen Miyake    

Jack Oda       In Memory of Isamu Harakawa 

Suzanne Ogawa      In Memory of Fernando Oyakawa 

Bess Ozawa       In Memory of Roy Kuse 

Bess Ozawa       In Memory of Becky Sasaki 

Peggy and Yosh Sakai     In Memory of Junji Hasegawa 

Peggy and Yosh Sakai     In Memory of Roy Furukawa  

 

CHRIST CHURCH AND THE AMERICAN RED CROSS  
 

Christ Church is now a designated ñshelterò for 

the American Red Cross in Chicago. Whenever 

disaster strikes and our neighbors need a safe 

place to spend a couple of days until they are 

relocated, we will open our doors and will 

welcome them.  

 



MEET OUR NEW MEMBER  
 

On March 28th, Palm 

Sunday, Mrs. Dioanna Bell 

was received as a new 

member during the worship 

service. We are delighted that 

Dioanna and her two 

daughters, Ebony and Jada, 

are part of our church family. 

 

If you are considering 

membership at Christ 

Church, contact Rev. Paulo. 

 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF HOLY WEEK AND EASTER  

AT CHRIST CHURCH OF CHICAGO  

 

This year, Holy Week took on a whole new meaning as we 

worshipped alongside our brothers and sisters from Good News 

Community Church (UCC). On Maundy Thursday, we welcomed  

Rev. Charlene Hill and members of her congregation to Christ 

Church. Then, on Good Friday, Christ Church members and the 

chancel choir attended the service at Good News Community 

Church. It was a blessing to pray, to sing, and to break bread 

together with  the members of our sister congregation on 

Chicagoôs far north side. 

 The Easter morning 

began with a lively 

service led by our youth 

and college students. 

New Christian songs, a 

dramatic interpretation 

of the resurrection, a 

video clip that showed 

how Jesus suffered and 

died for us gave 

everyone a real taste of 

the joy of Easter. 



But Easter at Christ Church would not be complete without our 

delicious Easter Breakfast. So while some of us were worshipping 

in the sanctuary, the kitchen crew was working  at a feverish pace 

to make sure that  breakfast would be ready by 9:00 AM.  We 

want to thank all those who volunteered to  prepare and to  serve 

the Easter Breakfast to our families, friends and guests. 

The Easter morning ended with  the prophetic words of the 

Hallelujah Chorus: ñHallelujah! For the Lord God Omnipotent 

reigneth. Hallelujah! The kingdom of this world is become the 

Kingdom of our God, and of his Christ. And He shall reign for 

ever. King of kings, for ever and ever, and Lord of lords. 

Hallelujah!ò 

 

YOUTH MUSICAL 2010  
 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat  was presented 

on Sunday, April 11th, during the worship service. A record of 

thirty -four (34)  children, youth and young adults 

participated! Thirty one youth sang and acted and 3 youth - 

Mikey Nitahara, Riley Nakagawa and Taylor Nakagawa were our 

stage crew. Several other youth participated in the rehearsals, but 

were not able to be at Christ Church on the day of the musical. 

We thank them for their participation in the program these past 

months! 
 
Joseph is usually performed as  an opera, however Fran Walker 

wrote a script with narration and acting to make the musical more  



accessible to our youth. We are still smiling as we remember 

Craig Kaneshiroôs portrayal of the Pharaoh, Jordan Yamagiwa as 

Joseph, Tyler Hirano as Potiphar, and Kirsten Takaki as God with 

her Angel Court of nine, just to name a few of our talented 

thespians! 

Several parents and friends were preparing the udon that morning 

and missed the performance, however the good news is that you  

can watch it on YouTube. Go to ChristChurchChicago and find 

the entire musical divided in  four parts. We will schedule a video 

party soon! 

Special thanks to Rev. Paulo and the C.E. Board, including Nancy 

Takagi, Jo Sugai, Carla Imon-Pedtke and seminary intern Chris 

An for all their work with planning, their advice and support. The 

C. E. Boardôs presence and help at the 4/10 and 4/11 rehearsals is 

especially appreciated! 

Many thanks to Lois Shikami for making belts for the costumes, 

Carla Imon-Pedtke for making the neat chariot and pyramid, and 

Jackie Nitahara for the lovely plume-fans for Pharaohôs 

attendants. Special thanks to Connie and Steve Johnson for 

opening their home for rehearsals! Some of the youth also went to 

Franôs house for extra rehearsals  (and enjoyed visiting with her 

little dog, Lukey Luciano). 



Additional thanks to Franôs music director friend Steve Carson 

who made audio CDôs for the musical along with Fran.  

Last but not least, we heartily thank all the parents for their 

time and support, and most of all, the Sunday School and 

Youth Group! You guys are golden, absolutely solid gold! 

Kudos! 
 
     Fran Walker 

 

YOUTH RETREAT 2010 

This year I went on my first retreat with the youth group. It was a 

really exciting experience that I will always treasure and 

remember. I remember when I walked into 

the church before we left, I could already 

feel the excitement and energy in 

everyone. I can still remember the 

emotions I felt when we left. The ride to 

Michigan was fairly uneventful, but I still 

had a fun time talking to Michelle, Clara 

and Mrs. Hirano. It was already late when 

we got to the place, but that didnôt stop us 

from taking out a 1000 piece puzzle (and a 

fairly difficult one I might add, so much 

blue)! I remember that we didnôt go to bed 

till 4 in the morning! The next day some of the other youth group 



members arrived, and we had a cooking contest. That night we 

had macaroni, soup, cake and chicken parmesan. I made the 

chicken, and I was so 

happy with how it came 

out, it was the first time I 

had ever made it by 

myself. That night we 

played some games and 

we had a campfire, too. 

We had written some 

prayers to God, and then 

we burned it in the fire. 

We then sang some songs and then went inside, since it was kind 

of cold. The final day we were there, we practiced the musical 

(which turned out great) and sang some Christian songs. We then 

had to pack our bags and head back to Chicago. I felt sad that we 

had to leave, and Iôm sure some of the others did too. All I know 

is that was one of the best times I had ever had in my life, and I 

canôt wait till we go again next year! 

 

     Nicole Fujiwara 

 
 

CHRIS ANô S FAREWELL 

 

First of all, I really want to say thank you to all of you. I 

completely enjoyed serving this congregation. It has been great 

was  to get  to know you. You guys were so welcoming and 

friendly. I appreciated that you were so nice to 

me all the time. Rev. Paulo, the Site Committee 

members, C.E board members, the youth and all 

of you helped me a lot. Thank you. Now, I am 

leaving, but I will keep praying for you. I am 

sorry that I need to say goodbye to you. Past one 

year went so fast and was perfect for me. I will 

miss you guys so much, and I will never forget you guys. 

Now, I still have two more years at seminary to graduate, so I will 

stay Chicago at least two more years. You do not have to grieve 

because we can see each other if you want, but for the summer, I 



am going back to Korea to see my parents because it is only time 

I have to be with my family. After my visit to Korea, I am going 

to serve at Our Savior Church in Schaumburg as an intern. That 

church is affiliated with the United Methodist Church (UMC). 

Because I am  Methodist and want to be a pastor in the UMC, I 

need to experience ministry in the UMC. I think it will be very 

helpful for me so I may become a good church leader.  Please 

bless me and pray for me. Thank you! 

     Chris An 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

    

THANK YOU  

Neil Brown for donating and making the flower arrangements for 

the month of January, February and Mach 28th , for his generous 

donation to the youth group and donating the proceeds of the 

recent sale of household item. 

Amy Kato for donating the props for our Youth Musical, 

ñJosephò. 

Robin and Tyler Hirano for generously opening their Michigan 

home to the youth group. 

 

PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 

Prayers of healing for Ruth Iwami, Helen Miyake, Rose 

Okabe, George Ozawa, Tracey Shimabukuro, Mae 

Watanabe, Aiko Amino, Sandy Parsons, Nancy Quast 

and Judy Scheller 

 

Happy Birthday to all of those celebrating in May and June! 

Harriet Ito, Yosh Sakai, Jane Kaihatsu, Bill Kato, 

Kevin Osten, George Ozawa, Frances Sugai, Sue 

Takaki, Kirsten Takaki, Mae Watanabe and Alyce 

Yamanaka. 




