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Dear Friends, 

"When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the sages and the shepherds have found their way home, 

the work of Christmas is begun." 

-- Jim Strathdee, in response to a poem by Howard Thurman 

 

We church people are so out of step with the world! Just as 

everybody else is tucking away their Christmas decorations for 

another year, we are stepping up the work of Christmas. We are 

allowing ourselves to be touched by the miracle of someone as 

vulnerable as a newborn infant, as ordinary as a laborer's child, as 

radical as one who would go out to the desert to join the 

movement of a prophet, as crazy as one who would invite people 

to leave behind their family businesses for an unproven 

venture.  In spite of all advice to the contrary, we are choosing to 

cast our lot with the most unlikely of characters, believing that 

God's work is just beginning.  

  

The song goes on: 

 "To find the lost and lonely one, 

to heal the broken soul with love, 

to feed the hungry children with warmth and good food, 

to feel the earth below, the sky above!" 

2011 was a hard year for our members and friends.  Incomes were 

threatened, time was stretched, illnesses abounded, loved ones 

died, conflicts ravaged, hearts were broken.  A number people in  



our church have claimed that the best thing about last year is that it 

is over.  

Yet our faith doesn't tell us to put the past behind us in hopes that, 

with a clean slate, 2012 will be significantly better.  Our faith tells 

us that God will be with us as we confront the pain, and slowly 

make peace with a new future.  God will bring light to our real 

world experiences, and help turn them around.  As we serve God's 

world, we will be healed, fed and moved.  Justice and hope will 

abound. 

"To free the prisoner from all chains, 

to make the powerful care, 

To rebuild the nations with strength of good will, 

to see all God's children everywhere!" 

I cannot be a person of faith on my own.  I need help to understand 

the depth of hurt in the world.  I need your eyes to envision a 

different kind of future.  I need your support to encourage me.  I 

need help identifying when my own perspective is wrongheaded, 

or just too small.  And sometimes, when things are the most 

difficult, I need you to believe for me -- just for a while.  Then 

other times, I will be able to believe for you. 

 "To bring hope to every task you do, 

to dance at a baby's new birth, 

To make music in an old person's heart 

and sing to the colors of the earth!" 

Thank you, friends, for sharing in this healing and growing season 

of faith.  Thank you for letting me become part of your 

lives.  Thank you for allowing me to witness all the ways God is 

working through you, for allowing me to dream with you, and for 

watching God begin to make those dreams come true.  Let us 

continue to follow the one who says, "I am the Light of the 

World." 

Blessings, 

    

    

    

     

Brenda 
 

 

 

 

 



SAVE THE DATE!  
 
 

FEBRUARY FEST 

Saturday, February 11th, 2011 

5:00 pm Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for food, fellowship, and fun!   

We will be celebrating the payoff of our church building 

mortgageé 

the passing of the choir directorôs baton from Sunnie to 

Chelsea...and more! 

Mark your calendars...and stay tuned for details! 

The food will be POTLUCK so please bring a dish to share!  

If you haven't been around for a while, this is a perfect 

opportunity to come back and visit!  Bring a friend or two!   

 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE  

The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre 

while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the 

day. Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. 

When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance to his tent to 

meet them and bowed low to the ground. He said, ñIf I have 

found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. 

Let a little water be brought and then you may all wash your feet 

and rest under this tree...ò (Genesis 18: 1 - 4) 

Christianity has a long tradition of sharing the wealth. In Genesis, 

Abraham rushed to offer hospitality to complete strangers. Tri C 

has a long tradition of hospitality too - from offering sanctuary to 

immigrants and the displaced, to missions support, to the amazing 

potlucks. The Christian Ed board is hosting a conversation to talk 

about wealth, poverty, and social justice. Stephanie and Marcella 

will be the co-moderators; date and location TBA. We look 

forward to hearing your thoughts! 



PRAYER GROUP MINISTRY  

 

On November 6th, the CE board launched itôs prayer group 

ministry!  Eight of us gathered in the Narthex after service and 

Rev. Brenda led us in a simple, yet very effective prayer 

exercise.  

We broke into 2 small groups and within each group we shared a 

little about ourselves and what we might ask the group to raise in 

prayer for us.  Then we engaged in a short silent meditation and 

prayer, and finally as a small group we prayed together.  We all 

come from different places in our prayer life and some are more 

comfortable than others praying out loud in a group.  Iôd have to 

say, Iôm rather shy about offering an ñout loud group prayerò, but 

what I found was that praying together can be a powerfully 

bonding, uplifting and moving experience!  (And this was only 

our first meeting!).  Another awesome result of our prayer group 

launch is that many of us continue to pray for and about each 

other well after the first meeting! 

We plan to meet once a month on Fridays and we invite you to 

come pray with us whether youôre a prayer warrior (or not)!!!  

Please mark your calendars for the next prayer group gathering: 

Friday, January 13th ~ 7:30 PM @ Church  

 Childcare is available ï please let Jackie Nitahara know! 

 

 

FAITH PRACTICES  

 

The Christian Ed committee is excited to introduce Faith 

Practices, a new resource for the whole congregation. But what 

exactly is a faith practice? Faith practicesé 

¶ Involve us in Godôs activities in the world and reflects Godôs 

grace and love 

¶ Are acts, words, and images that address an area of human 

need 

¶ Are learned with and from other people 

¶ Come from our tradition and are shaped by us for the future 

¶ Are thoughtful and represent our beliefs about our about 

ourselves, our neighbors, and God 



¶ Are done within the church, in the home, and in the larger 

world 

¶ Shapes the people who participate in the practice, individually 

and communally 

¶ Has good purposes, although it can become corrupted 

¶ Comes to a focus in worship 

(from www.practicingourfaith.org) 

The Faith Practices curriculum provides short activities for 

worship, learning and serving, grouped into twelve themes. The 

2011 - 2012 themes are: 

1. Giving and Receiving Hospitality 

2. Living Stewardship 

3. Keeping Sabbath 

4. Playing and Living Joyfully 

5. Encountering Scripture 

6. Giving Testimony and Witness 

7. Praying and Making Ritual 

8. Working for Justice 

Each faith practice curriculum can be completed in as little as half 

an hour a week, over six weeks. Each week focuses on a different 

aspect of the faith practice, beginning with discovery and 

Scripture, then discipleship and Christian tradition, and ending 

with mission and vision.  By the end of six weeks, participants 

often have a greater understanding of the faith practice, and are 

more comfortable living it out in their everyday lives. 

We will be incorporating Faith Practice activities throughout the 

year. But remember - this is an online resource open to everyone 

to explore in their own way. You might choose to...do the 

activities on your own...enjoy the activities with your 

family...have a conversation about linking our faith to our daily 

life...use worship activities to begin and end all-church meetings 

and meals... have your church committee adopt a relevant theme 

and use it for your ministryôs programs...use it to plan worship, 

Bible studies, or a retreat. 

If you are interested in exploring Faith Practices on your own, as 

part of a group, or within your church ministry, please talk to 

Reverend Brenda, Jackie, or Marcella. 

 



MOCHITSUKI AND OZONI:  

A NEW YEARôS TRADITION 
   

Flex your muscles and prepare your arms for our annual mochi-

pounding on January 7th at 10:00 AM at Christ Church of 

Chicago. 

For those who may not be familiar, ñmochi-poundingò or 

mochitsuki was once an essential element to the New Yearôs 

celebration in Japan. ñOshogatsuò (Japanese New Year) is the 

most important time of the year for most Japanese, and it is both a 

solemn and joyous occasion.  With the New Year, people acquire 

a fresh start and it is believed that by the standard that you set 

during the first few days, your fortune will be determined for the 

rest of the year.  There is joy in the renewal of the New Year and 

also a spirit of seriousness in believing that the year, if started 

right, will bring success and fortune. 

 

The practice of mochi-pounding is rare even in Japan these days, 

as people are so busy that they opt to eat store-bought mochi 

rather than making their own.  Busy as we all are, weôve kept the 

tradition going at Christ Church, gathering early in the morning 

on the Saturday after Christmas to steam, pound and transform 

the ñmochigomeò (sweet glutinous rice) into soft, chewy mochi   



cakes and to be in the company of loved ones.  Itôs one of those 

annual traditions that many look forward to and count on. 

Some of the mochi that we pound is taken home for New Year 

gatherings and much of it is sampled fresh with various dipping 

sauces and toppings. We also make sure to set aside mini mochi 

balls for ñOzoniò (Mochi Soup). Ozoni is enjoyed by many 

Japanese as the first meal of the New Year, as it is considered 

necessary for insuring a happy New Year to come! Hopefully you 

all will have a chance to enjoy our very own Tri -C Ozoni on 

January 8th after the worship service. 


