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Dear Friends, 

Have you noticed how often the church feels out of step with the 

rest of the world? 

 The world exalts celebrities, while we remember ancient 

 figures like Moses and Jesus. 

      The Church yells, "Happy New Year" at the end of 

 November, while our neighbors see nothing wrong with 

 January 1. 

 Department stores set up for Christmas as they take down 

 their back-to-school displays.  We try to hold off on 

 singing carols until well into Advent. 

  The world teaches that wealth and violence make us 

 secure; the church believes that true security requires 

 sharing and vulnerability. 

  The world is caught up in frenzied activity, devoid of 

 meaningful relationships.  We whisper, "Peace.  Be still." 

I thank God that we are out of step.  We are out of step because 

we are living out God's vision for us.  We set aside time to watch 

for what God is doing in the world.  We let God's ways of justice, 

compassion and love shape our intentions and actions.  We look 

for fulfillment of God's promises, and praise God when the ways 

of heaven break into the earth. Just when we begin to understand 

God's ways of looking at the world, we pause and start it all over 

again.  We look forward to a time when God's promises will 

come true, more fully than ever.  Then we have the audacity to 

tell the world what we see, even if they call us crazy.                      



That's what happens for the next two months of the church 

year.  November is the end of the season of Pentecost.  This is 

when we build up our faith, until we can claim that, in the end, 

God is the one who reigns over the earth.  November 20, the last 

day of the Church Year, we celebrate Christ the Kin(g) in our 

lives. 

Then we begin again with the season of Advent.  We remember 

that every time a promise of God is fulfilled, we receive a new 

promise.  And the new promise includes God being born again in 

our lives, the Word of God becoming flesh and living among 

us.  The season of Advent is like the ninth month of pregnancy, 

when we get ready for the future that God holds for us. 

We need your help during this season.  We need you to be 

watching for ways God is moving the world in the direction of 

hope.  And we need you to help us prepare for God's Incarnation to 

become ever more real in our lives.  Please plan to join us for 

worship, mission, and special holiday celebrations.  Finally, 

consider bringing a friend.  Someone you know may also 

appreciate being able to face the frenzy of this life with the love 

and vision of God. 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

Brenda 

 

 

ALL SAINTSô DAY 

On Sunday, November 6th, we will 

commemorate All Saints Day.  We 

will give thanks for loved ones who 

have died, and acknowledge ways 

they continue to shape us to this 

day.  If you would like to have a loved 

one remembered during the service, 

please fill out the form inserted in the weekly bulletin and place it 

in the offering, or contact the church office.  We ask God's 

blessing on all who grieve, remember and grow. 



MISSION 1: CONFRONTING HUNGER AND FOOD 

RELATED INJUSTICES  

November 1-11, 2011 

The United Church of Christ has initiated a shared mission for 11 

powerful days to feed the hungry and confront food related 

injustice. 

Goals: 

¶ To collect more than 1 million items of healthy food and other 

household items for local food banks and outreach services. 

Collections on Oct 30 and Nov 6 for Ravenswood Community 

Service 

¶ to make an extra-special push to gather contributions of more 

than $111,111 dollars for hunger action purposes with 

agencies of justice and compassion throughout the United 

States through Neighbors in Need. 

Crop Walk and Neighbors in Need collections. 

on line at www.UCC.org beginning Nov.1. 

¶ To offer more than 11,111 letters to Congress asking our 

government to reform U.S. foreign assistance in a way that 

more effectively benefits poor and hungry people worldwide 

through Bread for the Worldôs Offering of Letters. 

Contact Mary Mantel for sample letters. 

Hopefully you will find your passion in one of these opportunities 

and help fight hunger locally, nationally and internationally. 

 

 

FAMILY NIGHT AND YOUTH SUNDAY  

All are welcome to join us at church at 6 pm on Saturday, 

November 19th for our annual Family Night. We'll have 

activities for all generations. With the assistance of the adults, the 

younger children will be setting up the Tree of Hope, and starting 

to prepare the church for the upcoming Advent Season. The youth 

group will be going on a shopping trip to buy gifts for families in 

need that are sponsored by Tri-C through the Heartland Alliance. 

Sandwiches will be provided - there will be a sign-up sheet for 



people to bring sides/desserts. This night of fellowship is always 

a great way to kick off the holiday season!   

The following day, Sunday, November 20th, will be our first 

Youth Sunday of the church year. It will be at the standard time 

and place - 10:30 am at Tri-C, but won't be a standard Sunday. 

Don't miss this opportunity to see the younger generation in 

action, as they lead the service, and put their own spin on what it 

means to worship God. Hope to see you there! 

    Craig Kaneshiro  

 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE OF HOPE                                                                                   

Hope is the thing with feathers 

That perches in the soul, 

And sings the tune-without words, 

And never stops at all,  

- Emily Dickinson 

We will once again be resurrecting the Tree of Hope 

this holiday season.  And perched upon its branches 

will be ornaments made with love and care by the 

youth and their families. Each ornament will have a 

tag with a wish-list item for our families adopted 

through Heartland Alliance. Every year these families have 

expressed their deepest appreciation and gratitude for the 

generosity of our gifts. On Saturday, November 19th, the youth 

will be gathering to kick off this project. Thank you to everyone 

for the hope you have brought and continue to bring into the life 

of this community! 

    Nancy Takagi 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

On Sunday December 11th, the children will be 

spreading Christmas cheer as they sing songs of the 

season while visiting some of our homebound 

members. Stay tuned for more details. 

 



ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT CHRIST CHURCH  

You may want to enhance your 

preparations and deepen your spirit with 

these opportunities.  And bring a friend, 

so they can be nourished as well! 

¶ Nov. 19:  Family Night:  Help 

purchase and wrap gifts for our Tree 

of Hope.  

¶ Nov. 20:  End of the Church Year, 

Reign of Christ Sunday, Thanksgiving 

and YOUTH SUNDAY 

¶ Nov. 27: First Sunday of Advent - 

Decorate with Robin after worship. 

¶ Dec. 2:  Family friendly Advent gathering - Whereôs the 

Donkey? 

¶ Dec 4:  Second Sunday of Advent 

¶ Dec. 9:  Family friendly Advent gathering -Yearning. 

¶ Dec. 11:  Third Sunday of Advent - Christmas Caroling. 

¶ Dec. 16:  Family friendly Advent gathering - Passion 

¶ Dec. 18:  Fourth Sunday of Advent - join us for lunch, stay 

for the Christmas Pageant. (No morning worship service) 

¶ Dec. 24:  Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

¶ Dec. 25:  Christmas Morning - an informal worship of Carols 

and Stories.  Come as you are: pajamas are welcome! 

 

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIA  

You may now place your poinsettia order!  The cost 

of the poinsettia is $11.50 and the deadline to submit 

your request is December 11th.  To place your order, 

you may call the church office at (773) 338-8170 or 

complete the order form which you will find in the 

Sunday bulletin in November and December.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Joy Fujiwara. 



ADVENT BIBLE STUDY SERIES - DECEMBER 2011 

 

Christmas is here again! Buying presents, baking cookies, 

trimming the tree... so many things to do. Take a breather from all 

that, and join our annual Advent Bible study.  This year, 

Reverend Brenda will lead us in new, fun ways to deepen our 

understanding of Advent - guaranteed to improve your Bible 

study skills! During this three-session series, we will start an 

exciting treasure hunt through the Christmas story. This series is 

for everyone who: 

¶ Likes getting together for fun & conversation 

¶ Hopes for the Good News to carry us through challenges 

¶ Wants to start reading their Bible at home 

¶ Has questions about our faith 

¶ Dreams of a new kind of future 

Childcare/eldercare will be provided. We will meet Fridays at 

7:30 pm on December 2, 9, and 16, at the parsonage. Bring a 

mug for tea & hot chocolate. Please contact Rev. Brenda, Jackie 

or Marcella for more information.  All are welcome. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POTLUCK AND PAGEANT  

 

On December 19th, you are invited to join us for our 

traditional Christmas Potluck Luncheon at 1:00 pm 

followed by our touching Christmas Pageant at 2:30 

pm in the sanctuary.  Please bring a dish for the 

common table and be sure to bring your friends and 

family.  You will not be disappointed! 



DONATIONS 

 

Thank you to all the Friends and Members of Christ Church of 

Chicago for your generous donations during the months of 

August and September. 

Rev. Paulo Franca                       In Memory of Jim Kawakami 

Henry Fukui                                  Celebration of Neil and Bruce's 

 Civil Union 

Sharon and Jeff Hidaka              Building Fund 

Sharon and Jeff Hidaka              Building Fund 

Christine Hikawa, D. Windreich 

Kent Ijichi                                     Gloves 

Yoshimi Ikeda    

Fay and Ken Kadowaki              In Memory of Jim Kawakami 

Fay Kadowaki     

Rosalie and Bill Kato                  In Memory of Jim Kawakami 

Jack Kawakami                           In Memory of Sets 

Jack Kawakami (4) 

Don Kawamoto    

Yurie Kushino                               In Memory of Steve Azuma 

Marcia Kushino                           In Memory of Steve Azuma 

Dorothy Miyake                            In Memory of Steve Azuma 

Linda Mundt     In Memory of Jim Kawakami 

Donna and Scott Nitahara     In Memory of Jack Miyake, 

 Uncle Min, Brian K, Janelle S 

Mary Spearman    

Mary Spearman    

Josie and Mark Sugai     Flower Fund 

Josie and Mark Sugai     Flower Offering 

Lydia Tomita     Passage Appreciation 

Lily and Pedro Ulate (8) 

Alyce and Rocky Yamanaka     In Memory of Steve Azuma 

In Memory of Paul Watanabe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mariko Aki Suzanne Ogawa  

Norrie Andow Fukuko and Shig Oki 

Alyse Azuma Bess Ozawa  

Henry Fukui Arthur Ozawa  

Mary Harakawa May and James Saiki 

Marilyn and Pete Hayashi Peggy and Yosh Sakai 



Capital Campaign 

Bruce Atkinson and Neil Brown have generously donated a 

window plaque for the Capital Campaign Fund:   

"In Honor of Dear Friends, Atsumi and George Ozawa" 

 

 

My 2011 Financial Pledge 

In thanksgiving for Godôs love and in recognition of Godôs gifts, I/
We pledge to give the following dollar amount to support the 
ministries and mission of Christ Church of Chicago: 

$_____________ each week               Name(s)____________________ 

$_____________ each month         Signed______________________ 

$_____________ each quarter         Date________________________ 

$_____________ annually 

This information will be kept confidential  

Cut along the dotted line and mail it back to: 

Christ Church of Chicago 
Attn: Stewardship 
6047 N. Rockwell Street 
Chicago, IL 60659 

   

  

   

   

  

  

Laura and Dean Honda Lois and Jim Shikami 

George Ito Frances Sugai  

Fay and Ken Kadowaki Josie and Mark Sugai 

Rose Kaihatsu Sachi Suzuki  

Mary Kajiwara Nancy and Bob Takagi 

Jeanne Kawako Edith Takaki  

Chieko Kimura June and Kiyoshi Tamanaha 

Yurie Kushino Yuri and Yosh Tanaka 

Marcia Kushino Dahlia and Hiro Toyama 

Karin and Pat Kushino Debra and Graham Walker 

Trish and Brett Kushino Kim Watanabe  

Tsuneko Nakagawa Juana and Willie Wong 

Susan Nakagi Kay Yamagiwa  

Lilly Nakawatase Alyce and Iwao Yamanaka 

Jackie and Ken Nitahara    



 

 

   

RALLY DAY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Often, Rally Day at Tri-C has been a fun and joyful 

reunion.  After a summer of vacations and recreations, it is good 

to return to a routine that feeds body and spirit.  Generally, the 

choir makes a grand entrance, the music is wonderful, food flows 

freely, parents are invited into their children's' Sunday School 

classes, and sign up sheets abound. 

All of that happened again this year.  But it came with a reminder 

of why our faith community is so important.  This year, Rally 

Day fell on the 10th anniversary of 9/11/2001.  

Everything we did that day gave witness to the blessings God has 

given this church, for the repair of the world.  We honored 

nonagenarians, in awe of the many ways they have learned to 

thrive in the face of some of the greatest challenges our world can 

dole out.  We dedicated Sunday School teachers and learners who 

seek to engage faith resources throughout their lives.  The new 

members we received are a sign of God's renewal and hope 

through all of us.  We installed officers, who will direct our 

church in coming years, based on the wisdom that has been 

passed on to them.  The Search Committee promised to diligently 

seek out new pastoral leadership that will carry you in new 

directions.  Then we lit candles and prayed for peace. 

This year, Rally Day was more than fun.   It demonstrated the 

brokenness around us and the gifts God has given us.  Thank you, 

friends, for being part of this vital ministry.  And thanks be to 

God for calling us into freedom and new life. 

 

 

  



INVITATION TO MISSION  

Perhaps you are aware that a group of ladies meet 

once a month (3rd Tuesday at 9:30 AM) to knit or 

crochet hats and scarves for the Night Ministry.  The 

ladies also knit between meetings and bring their 

finished hats and scarves to the meetings.  Do you knit or 

crochet?  Would you be interested in learning to knit or crotchet?  

We are available to meet interested men, women, and youth at a 

time more convenient to them and teach them knitting and 

crocheting.  We supply the yarn and even have knitting needles 

and crochet hooks available.  Come and help us expand this 

mission project.  If interested contact Mary Mantel for more 

information (773-572-8944 or email, mantelmary@msn.com)   

 

 

 

CROP WALK 2011 

The 2011 Crop Walk was held on October 16 in an 

effort to end hunger one step at a time.  The walk was 

only 5 KM this year along a new route.  Funds raised 

in the Crop Hunger Walk assist people in need around 

the world.  They help fight hunger and poverty locally 

and globally, with 25 percent of what a Crop Walk raises 

assisting local food banks, community gardens, and other hunger 

fighting initiatives.  Thanks so much to those who walked and 

those who supported the Walkers with their donations. 

    Mary Mantel, Missions 

   

 

WINTER COAT COLLECTION  

We recently collected gently used winter coats to donate to Care 

For Real.  Our goal was to collect them by October 16th.  That 

date has passed but if you would still like to donate, please bring 

them to Church and I will ensure they get to Care for Real.  

Thanks so much for your donations. 

    Mary Mantel, Missions 

mailto:mantelmary@msn.com


NIGHT MINISTRY  

This year we prepared Moonlight Picnics for the Night Ministry 

on August 19 and September 12.  Hotdogs were prepared, cheese 

sticks and cookies were packaged and everything packed into cars 

for delivery.  About 200 people were served each night. 

Thanks go to the kitchen crew that prepared the food and those 

who distributed the food.  It is a fun and interesting experience for 

all involved.  If you havenôt experienced this mission project or 

itôs been awhile, consider joining us next year! 

 

AKI MATSURI 2011  

Personal thoughts from General Chairman Lois Shikami 

My heart is filled with love and admiration for all of you 

members, relatives, and friends who labored for the bazaar. You 

succeeded in putting on one great community party and fund 

raiser. And you did it with such style and grace. It was a ton of  

work, wasn't it?  But from the first planning session until the last 

pot was scrubbed, I think you enjoyed working together and 

being a part of the huge effort.  The camaraderie and joy was so 

evident that everyone entering our doors on October 1, seemed to 

catch the vibes, and suddenly we were one huge, happy, 

welcoming family. 



T h e  fo o d  w a s 

delicious, and reflected 

all of the hard work 

that you put into it. 

The Udon Special was 

steamy and yummy, 

perfect for the cool, 

crisp day. And as for 

the Bento Special, the 

grilled chicken was 

tender and luscious, 

the yakisoba was tasty, 

and the green beans, 

crispy and flavorful. 

The sushi, both inari 

and maki, turned out 

well.  And the baked 

goods!  My, how our 

generous volunteers 

came through! Cakes, 

pies, breads, brownies, and especially the Japanese sweets.  And 

what can we possibly say about the beautiful array of mouth-

watering cookies!   



Exquisite!  The handcraft booth was popular too.  There were 

many lovely donations of handmade towels, scarves, stationary, 

plants, dolls, scrubbies, etc.  And this year, a trial of resale items 

was initiated and drew some interest. 

My favorite memories of Aki Matsuri 2011: 

Our beloved original Udon Chef, Yosh Sakai, receiving a very 

warm welcome by his heirs, Gary Yamagiwa and Jon 

Shimabukuro when he walked into the kitchen. 

Frances Sugai sharing her expertise in making ohagi on Friday 

night with a group of eager students. 

Hearing that Donna Nitahara and Dorothy Miyake had a group 

session making mochigashi. 

How everyone cooperated on the garbage brigade. 

Jeff Hidaka, constructing his own grill tables with his power tools 

while the coals were heating up. 

Josie Sugai, who spent the entire day alone in the parsonage 

kitchen making lumpia (memorable, but not a favorite memory). 

Craig Kaneshiro and Stephanie Nitahara hitting upon a new idea, 

Shoyu Dogs for the Kids' Booth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In fact, the entire day was memorable.  As workers, we seemed 

to be a little fewer in numbers so that we found ourselves 

continually helping others who were a bit overwhelmed.  And so 

throughout the busy day, there was this wonderful feeling of 

caring for each other with much kindness and consideration.  And 

in the process, we got to know each other better.  Rev. Brenda has 

been teaching us the song, "This is holy ground.  We're standing 

on holy ground,  For our God is present, and where God is, is 

holy."  I truly felt His presence that wonderful day and hope that 

you did too. 

 

The Who's Who of our Aki Matsuri.  I'm grateful for this 

group of inspired leaders.                             

Purchasing - Fay Kadowaki 

Finance, Tickets - Robin Hirano, Scott Nitahara       

Manpower - Jackie Nitahara, Suzanne Ogawa                  

Take-Out - Jackie Nitahara, Fay Kadowaki, Rick Kadowaki 

Grilling - Jeff Hidaka                                     

Yakisoba - Russ Katahira, Scott Nitahara                                            

Flyers and Posters - Ralph and Donna Fujiwara                       

Signs - Rocky Yamanaka 

  



Udon chefs - Gary Yamagiwa, Jon Shimabukuro 

Inari Sushi - Tracey Shimabukuro, Elaine Kaneshiro 

Maki Sushi - Jane Kaihatsu 

Baked Goods - Barbara Kurokawa, Iku Shimizu 

Cookie Walk - Diane Furuta, Amy Kato 

Kids' Booth - Craig Kaneshiro, Stephanie Nitahara 

Handcraft - Donna Nitahara 

Dining Room - Sharon Hidaka 

Sushi Packaging - Sunnie Hikawa 

Tsukemono - Chieko Kimura 

Furniture - Kent Ijichi 

Egg Rolls/Lumpia - Josie Sugai 

Special assistants - Mary Mantel, Kim Shikami, and Jim Shikami 

We thank everyone who joined in the big effort.                                                                                                                                           

We wish we could name every person who came out to make the 

sushi gu, shop for the cabbage and other items, chop the cabbage, 

prepare the ingredients for the bento, grill the chicken, move the 

furniture, cook the rice, make the sushi, prepare the condiments 

for the udon, make signs, help with finance, and make the ohagi.  

Then there were all those who came decorate, to sell, to wait on 

tables, to make tea, serve the udon, fill the bento boxes, pack the 

sushi, fill the tsukemono cups, cashier, wash pots and pans, wash 



 

dishes, and deliver the food from Heiwa.  And we must mention 

all the generous volunteer bakers and cookie makers, and 

handcraft artists. Whew, it was a monumental endeavor!  We 

thank each and everyone who helped.  We hope you had some fun 

while we were on task in some serious fundraising for our beloved 

Christ Church. 

 

We are grateful to our special donors. 

Now, we give very special thanks to some very extraordinary 

people.  They are the donors who once again answered Jim 

Shikami's call to provide the funds to cover all of our bazaar 

expenses. 

 

They are Nancy Yamamoto Yoshida, Danny Yoshida, and Fuki 

Yamamoto, who gave in memory of William Yamamoto.  Also, 

Henry Fukui, Scott Shimizu, Erin and Russell Shikami, and one 

anonymous donor.  The members of Christ Church truly 

appreciate the very generous support you have shown us. 

 

    Lois Shikami 



 

HANDICRAFTS BOOTH  

 

Handicrafts had a successful showing at this years Aki Matsuri 

Festival, thanks to the many folks who donated their time, talent  

& handmade crafts. 

 

Tied dyed Silk Scarves made by Diane Furuta were a " big hit" 

this year. Scrubbies, Furoshiki bags, Asian towels made by Jane 

Ogino, Asian Fabric donated by Linda Brandeis were "sold 

out"!!! (Several people were asking for the "scrubbies"). 

 

We had such a variety of items, adorable "Dress"  Hand towels 

sewn by Mary Mantel, cute Sock Pals, beautiful Gift Bags, 

handmade Jewelry, Asian Note Cards, decorative Pine Cones, 

fancy Pin Cushions, Halloween Bags filled w/goodies, real 

Pumpkins & a variety of colored Mum Plants - were just some of 

the items for purchase. 

 

Special thanks to Jane Ogino, Linda Brandeis, Diane Furuta, 

Phyllis Pavlatos, Lois Shikami, Kikuye Yasukawa, Sue Takaki, 

Mary Mantel, & Tracey Shimabukuro for their generous 

donations in helping to make our booth such a success. 

 


