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Dear Friends,,

Thank you for sharing the gift of Mochitsuki with m&his
became a new way for me twitness the presence of God, and
glimpse a future for T+C.

| witnessed God in action as so many people took part:

1 Planning and invitations were smoothly managed weeks
ahead of time.

1 As life interrupted one of your organizers, others simply
stepped forward.

1 Days before, strange mallets, bowls and other equipment
began to appear.

1 Mats were taped down, rice was soaked, tables were set,

guests were welcomed.

People of all ages were included in the making.

Food was provided, and everybody ate.

Cleanup was accomplished quickly and easily.

All of you took part. We witnessed different gifts, offered by

the same Spirit.
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The process itself reminds me of God's work within our
faith. We may start as hardened individuals, but we are washed
and softened in the waters of creatidfires of God's Spirit touch

us. We may be steamed in the process, but eventually we are
ready. Our differences are kneaded together until we can no
longer tell one from anothelVith great energy, we are pounded
and mashed, and pounded some moYgaters of baptism are
added. Finally we are ready to be -shaped into smooth new
forms, allowed to crust over, and shared with a hungry wand.



the process, we are splatteradth a baptism of rice water,
spackled with a communion mochi formation, and nourished by
the sharing of this great, ancient ahs Christ is present in the
breaking of the bread, Christ is present in the work of Mochitsuki.

But even this may not be enough for God, for the process also
gives shape to TC's possibilities for the future.Once you
offered support and freedom to a persecuted peoplece you
acted to preserve traditions, that they not be ld¢hat if God is

now calling you to use your heritage to reach out furthéMat

if, in addition to imparting Japanese tradition, you also find
windows to understand and connect with othevgRat if you are
called not just to invite people in to observe and pound, but to
invite them to share sacred stories from their own cultures and
rituals? What if you are not called to meld all traditions together,
but to hold each up each variation as a special and unique gift of
God? What if you use this profound experience to help all our
brothers and sisters recognize their own lives as sacred, and their
gifts as necessary to form a world of justice and peace?

Mochitsuki may be finished for this yeaBut | have a feeling
that God is just getting started.

Blessings,
Brenda

2012 FLOWER CALENDAR

Altar 4 . Flowers are placed on the altar during the 10:30
Flowers 4 am Sunday morning service in the Sanctuary in
! honor or memory of a loved one.

If you would like to give flowers in celebration
or in memory of someone special, please sign
the Flower Calendar located in the Fellowship Hall. Be sure to
sign up early and reserve your special date!

If you are unable to attend church, please call the church office at
7733388170, give us the information, and we will reserve your
spot on the Flower Calendar.



SOUPER BOWL OF CARING

OF CARING

OnFebruary 5th, whi | e football fans get
Super Bowl game, the youth of Christ Church will join thousands

of other faith communities across the United States and make that
weekend into t he -ladaveekemchda giving ar g
and serving. 100% of the money raised will be donated to an
organization of our youthdés cho

Please remember to bring your donation to the worship service
and help our youth make a difference in the world.

FEBRUARY FEST

Mark your calendar!
February Fest!
Saturday, February 11th

Come for a Potluck dinner at 5:00!
We are honoring Sunnie and her 30+ years of inspirational

musi cé
We wi | | be celebrating the pay
And wedre counting on you to h

with some fun!

Friends are welcome!



JACL 2012 SCHOLARSHIPS

The Chicago Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League
(JACL) is offering several scholarships in 2012 to the following
categories of students:

1 Graduating high school seniors entering as freshman to a
school of higher learning.

1 Continuing undergraduate students (i.e., university
sophomores, juniors, etc) and

1 Graduate students (including those pursuing law or medical
degrees).

Last year, the Chicago JACL awarded nine scholarships in
amounts ranging from $1,500 to $5,000 each. Eligible students
will plan to attend a college, university, trade school or other
institution of higher learning after high school. Applicants must
be members of Chicago JACL or may join JACL at the time of
application. Active involvement in the Asian American
community and in activities that support civil and human rights
will be considered. Scholarships will be awarded to those pursing
a variety of disciplines.

Chicago JACL Scholarship Program applications and guidelines
may also be downloaded from the JACL website at
www.jaclchicago.org. Completed applications must be
postmarked bylarch 1, 2012to be considered. Awards will be
made in midMay.

Il n addition to the Chicago JAC
National Office has a separate Scholarship and Awards Program.
Students may apply to both programs.

Copies of the scholarship Application forms and Scholarship
guidelines are in the church office. If you have any other
guestions, please call Chicago JACL at-7287170.



CALL FOR PHOTOS OF NIKKEI WORLD WAR Il VETS

All Japanese American men and women, whether living or
deceased, who served in the US military during World War |l
deserve proper recognition, and a group of Chicaga
organizations is planning a communwyde celebration to do just
that. The Nikkei World War Il Veterans Tribute will be held in
Chicago on Sunday, April 22, 2012, and all such veterans and
surviving family members are invited to attend.

If you know a Japanese American who served in World War II, and
if you want to include his or her portrait in the April 22 Tribute,
please submit a photograph to the event planning committee. The
photo can be either a studio shot or a candid, should be of World
War Il vintage, and should show the service member in uniform.
Service me mber s o i mages wi ||
commemorative program book and possibly in the video
presentation that will be screened at the Tribute event.

Original photographs can be directed either to the Chicago Japanese
American Citizens League office (5415 N. Clark Street, Chicago IL
60640) or to the Japanese American Service Committee (4427 N.
Clark Street, Chicago IL 60640). Please include the name of the
service member pictured, along with the name and address of the
party to whom the photograph should be returned. Digital files of
portraits should be sized at 5 x 7 inches minimum and 300 dpi
minimum, and should be directed ptamada@tamadabrown.com
Digital files on CDROM also can be mailed to the JACL and
JASC offices. Again, please include the name of the service
member pictured. Photos and scans must be received by Monday,
March 5, 2012, to be included in the Tribute.

For details on the April 22 event, or to register veterans and
surviving families, visit the Nikkei WWII Veterans Tribute website
at www.jaclchicago.orgor contact the committee at 773.728.7170
or nikkeivets@gmail.com

The Nikkei World War Il Veterans Tribute is a collaboration of the
Chicago Nisei Post #1183 of the American Legion, Japanese
American Citizens League Chicago Chapter, Chicago Japanese
American Historical Society, Japanese American Service
Committee, Japanese Mutual Aid Society of Chicago, and Chicago
Japanese American Council.
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2012 CHICAGO JACL PROJECT: COMMUNITY

The JACL is now accepting applications for th@12 Project:
Community! program. Project: Community! is a leadership
development and cultural awareness program for Japanese
American high school students. Through interactive workshops
and activities, participants will explore their personal identity,
gain an awareness of the history and character of the Japanese
American community in Chicago, and learn about the issues
facing our community today.

Saturday, March 3  Exploring your Personal Identity

Saturday, March 10 Japanese American History

Saturday, March 17 The Chicago JA Community

Saturday, March 24 The Asian American Movement

Saturday, April 7 Asian Americans and Immigration
Reform

Saturday, April 14 LGBTQ Asian Americans

Saturday, April 21 Bullying, Discrimination and Hate
Crimes

Saturday, April 28 Preserving our Legacy

Sessions will be held on Saturdays from 11 AM to 2 BtMhe
JACL Chicago Office.
Freeto participate!
Lunch will be provided during all sessions.

Applications are due by Friday, February 10, 2@2bmit
completed applications tacl.fellow@gmail.conor to the JACL
Chicago office. For more information, please contact Christine
Munteanu a773-7287171or atjacl.fellow@gmail.comor visit
www. jaclchicago.org

SAVE THE DATES!
The 2012 Project: Community! Summer Camp programwill
be held from July 226 and July 3JAugust 2. Contact Christine
Munteanu for more information.
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NIGHT MINISTRY

On December 13th, \enthusiastic members ofCIrmet to
repackage Oreo cookies for the Night Ministry and prepared over
600 bags of cookies. We also packaged 5&hdiscarf sets




which the ladies in Community Project have been knitting
throughout the year. Fay Kadowaki and Mary Mantel delivered the
cookies, hats and scarves and toiletries to the Night Ministry. They
distributed the items to the people in need on the streets of Chicago.
Thank you to all who participated!




TREE OF HOPE

Every year | am amazed by the generosity and overwhelming
support of the Tree of Hope. This year we adopted three families
receiving services through the violence recovery programs of
Heartland Alliance. Many of the youth kicked off the event with
wish lists in hand and a mission to shop. They returned with
shopping bags filled with goods, which were immediately
wrapped and labeled. In a matter of a few weeks, the angels of
Christ Church resurrected the Christmas Tree of Hope. Like
magic, it was overflowing with an abundance of gifts! | want to
extend a heartwarming thank you to all the friends and families of
Christ Church!

Nancy Takagi

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

» On Sunday December 11th, a small but hardy group of
& Christmas carolers took their annual trek to Harmony
Nursing Home and The Breakers Senior Apartments.
Harmony was our first stop, where we were joined in
song and spirit by Cherie Nakayama and residents.
At our second visit, Frank Taniguchi, Betty Ezaki,
Ruth lwami, and friends gave us a heartfelt welcome. We sang
the traditional carols and exchanged Christmas greetings. What a
joy it was to reconnect with our members and friends!

g

NancyTakagi



FRIDAY NIGHT ADVENT GATHERING

Friday evenings in the parsonage have become an Advent
tradition in recent years. It felt good to convene there again (after
we turned up the heat!) Christmas carols, hand chimes, and
reflecting on the different gospel versions of the birth of Jesus set
the tone for the season!

CHRISTMAS 2011

This was one of those years that Christmas landed
on a Sunday. How do we plan for this,
understanding that Christmas morning traditions
are cherished ones?

We joyously celebrated on Christmas Eve!
Beautiful music, familiar readings and carols, and a candlelit
Silent Nighttouched the hearts of all who gathered! And what
fun to see the faces of so many friends and family worshipping
together!

The next morning, Christmas mor
|l ess special. As expected, [
Pastor Brenda had a plan. Each person was handed a hand chime
and song book upon entering the sanctuary. We all sat together in
the front pews, sharing personal Christmas stories (did you hear



t hat Chel sea is pregnant?)échin
singing épraying éand enjoying
son) at the pianoéit was the pe

It was a wondrous Christmas season at Christ Church. Thank you
to all who made it so!

Elaine Kaneshiro

MOCHITSUKI 2012

Another amazing year for rice
pounding!! As | am writing

this article, | decided to see
what Wikipedia (the source of
100% accurate information

ha ha!) said about Mochitsuki.
Here is the process as defined

—————

"The traditional mochi

- pounding ceremony in Japan is
- Mochitsuki:

S . . L
1. Polished glutinous rice is

soaked overnight and cooked.




2. The cooked rice is pounded with wooden mallkisg( in a
traditional mortar sy. Two people will alternate the work, one
pounding and the other turning and wetting the mochi. They must
keep a steady rhythm or they may accidentally injure one another
with the heavykine


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Usu_(Mortar)

