' Christ Church of Chicago
SS~—— 6047 N. Rockwell
! CHRIST Chicago, IL 60659
\' CHURCH Phone (773) 338170
N\= OF Fax (773) 338730
D cicaco www.ChristChurchChicago.net

THE PASSAGE
September - October 2011

Dear Friends,

Rally Day is always an exciting time in the life of a
congregation. People who have been away forcreation are
returning. Programs which have taken a Sabbathaesteady to
resume. Children, eldersfamily and friends will gather as one
united body. Visitors are invited, and new people see us at our
best. We honor our oldest members, install officers, dedicate
teachers, and receive new member$he possibilities shine
before us, and we can't wait see and learn how God will break
forth in new ways.

This year, though, we also acknowledge an additional
factor. Rally Day will take place on the tenth anniversary of
9/11/2001.

Some might suggest that we move Rally Day back a
week, so we can celebrate a fresh start on a day with less
emotional baggage.Some might prefer that we put aside our
memories of that dark day, and look ahead to a new futMie.
first thought was that perhaps we should just temper our Rally
Day joy, to be respectful of those who are still hurting.

But by the grace of God, perhaps we have another
alternative. Perhaps we will remember that God goes with us to
the depth of our experience, cries with us, holds us, then in time,
moves us into a new directionPerhaps this can be a day of
remembrance, hope and commitment.

Perhaps we can offer an alternative to the calls to
vengeance and resentment that are sure to arise in the world
around us.What if we can provide a place and time for people to
gather with the fullness of our responses: grief, anger,



disappointment, fear, confusion, guilt, celebration, gratitude,
regret, confidence, and moré®hat if we canopenourselves to
God in scripture, prayer, music, word, and this community of
faith? What if we acknowledge our need to challenge and support
each other through these and other difficult timé&hat if God

is calling us to new and fresh ways of livingvhat if we dedicate
our learning and our action anew, so that God can ramgw
here on earthVhat if we commit ourselves to |Hgiving ways

of peace?

In the days and weeks to come, | invite you to helpCTri
prepare for the fullness of our 9/11 Rally Daray. Remember,
believe, promise, hope, wondefalk with your friends and loved
ones. If you are willing, please share some of your thoughts and
feelings with me. Or perhaps you will be moved to write a
prayer, offer somenusic, create a visual piece of aithen pull
me aside, give me a call, shoot me an email, show me a picture,
jot down a note.Pray some more.

Then be sure to join usBring a friend. For in a time of
resentment, hatred, misunderstanding and revenge, the world
needspeople of faith to offer an alternativéay we offer a tiny
taste of God's love to a world hungering and thirsting for love.

Peace,
4;’2;’ {//;,W’JL’/‘CZL ézﬁwﬂuﬂi/(]«mo4m‘
Brenda

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER SCRIPTURE FOR SUNDAY
SCHOOL & WORSHIP

Sept. 4: Exodus 1:12:10, Matthew 18:120
Sept. 11: Exodus 2:233:22, Matthew 18:2-B5
Sept. 18: Exodus 4, Matthew 20:16

Sept. 25: Exodus 5:16:9, Matthew 21:2382

Oct. 2: Exodus 711, Matthew 21:3316

Oct. 9: Exodus 12:413:16, Matthew 2214
Oct. 16: Exodus 13:1715:21, Matthew 22:122
Oct. 23: Exodus 15:2217:7, Matthew 22:3416

Oct. 30: Exodus 18, Matthew 23:12



RALLY DAY!

ALY

DAY

Sunday, September 11, 2011
Join us in celebrating:
the beginning of the new church year and much more!
Come for this special worship service that will also
commemorate 9/11 at 10:30 am and stay for lunch!

We have lined up an assortment of activities for everyone before,
during service (10:30 amgnd after service for the young, the
youth and adults.We are thrilled with the new Sunday school
bible-based curriculum called Gather 'RoundExperience this
exciting new curriculum for yourself on September 18th, when
Sunday school officially begins!

During the service, we will dedicate the Sunday School teachers
and learners, we will recognize members over 90 years old (90+
and proud of it), there will be special music from some of our
talented church children, our vecyeative and inspired choir will

be singing again and our 202012 Church Officers will be
installed. We will share hot dogs and perhaps other delicacies.
Please feel free to bring a friend!

So, don't miss ouRrally Dayextravaganza on Sunday, September
11. Come and experience the sharing, growing and teaching at
Christ Church of Chicago! We look forward to seeing everyone!

Jo Sugai and Elaine Kaneshiro

IMPORTANT CHRIST CHURCH DATES

Labor Day/Office closed September 5

Rally Day September 11
Night Ministry September 12
Diaconate Meeting September 21
CE Board Meeting September 28
Aki Matsuri October 1

Crop Walk October 16



NIGHT MINISTRY

A Moonlight Picnic for the Night Ministry is scheduled for
September 12th. At this time, we will prepare hotdogs and put
together a dinner for about 200 people the Night Ministry
services.

If you would like to help, we need a volunteer to drive a van or
SUV to transport the food and 3 or 4 additional people to serve
the food. A crew of 5 or 6 people will meet about 4 p.m. that day

to cook the hotdogs and get the rest of the food ready. There will
be a sign up sheet in the Narthex starting August 20 or you may
call Mary Mantel at 775728 9 4 4 . | f you have
this mission project or it has been awhile, consider joining us
September 12

AKI MATSURI 2011

It is only August, but not too soon to be thinking about how you
can contribute towards a succes#ffll MATSURI 2011, which
will be held onSaturday, October 1.

Much of the work will be done during the week preceding bazaar
day, but the ladies will soon be asked to help with thengliing

for the sushi. And, of course, all hands will hopefully be on deck
for the Big Bazaar Day!

Day and Time Activity

Tuesday, 9/27 at Chopping cabbage for tsukemono at
9:00 am Christ Church.

Thursday, 9/29 at Young men needed for sep of

7:00 pm furniture at Christ Church.

Friday, 9/30 at Preparation of noodles, chopping of
9:00 am green onions, bagging of ingredients

for yakisoba, boiling green beans,
washing rice at Christ Church.

Friday, 9/30 at Booth setups, making/hanging signs
7:00 pm decorating the dining room. Udon
ingredients prep. Cookie baraking.



Saturday, 10/1 at Sushi making at Heiwa Terrace
7:00 am

Saturday, 10/01 at Sushi packaging, tsukemono cupping,
9:00 am last minute preparation at Christ
Church

Saturday, October 1 at 12:00 4:00 pm. Aki Matsuri 2011!

Please do all that you can to help in the big effort. -Bjgisheets

will be posted in September for waitstaff, udon servers, pot
washer s, di shwasher s, cashiers
baked goods booth, cookie walk and the resale shop. Please
invite your family and friends to help us too. Call or email Lois
Shikami if you are unable to sign up in person. The phone
number is 8477296812 and the email at Ishikami@comcast.net.

Lois Shikami

CHICAGO CROP HUNGER WALK
Sunday, October 16, 2011

We Can End Hunger One Step at a Time!

Crop Walk Location- UIC Campus Student Center East; 750 S.
Halsted Street, Chicago

5K Walk (New for 2011) through the Chicago Loop/State St.
Also, a 10K Walk (two laps) or a 'Golden Mile' Walk (on campus _—
& handicapped accessible) option is available!

Hosted by Agape House Campus Ministries at UIC
Crop Walk Time- Registration: 1:00 p.m.

PreWalk Entertainment withL'ast Minute Musit 1:00 2:00 pm.
Kick-Off Program: 2:00 p.m.; Step Off: 2:15 p.m.

For more information, go tbttp://www.chicagocropwalk.org/
or speak with Kent ljichi. Sign up sheets and CROP Walk
envelopes will be available soon.



http://lastminutemusic.org/
http://www.chicagocropwalk.org/

NEW MEMBERS

Are you interested in joining the church? If so, please call the
office, or see Brenda, or any of the deacons (Russ Katahira,
Tracey Shimabukuro, Will Smith or Mary Mantel).

TRI-C LIBRARY

The TriC Library is looking for a few volunteers to spruce it up.
We need help with sorting, organizing and cataloging the books;
maintaining a lending system; and researching possible new
additions. We hope the library will be a place for everyone to
enjoy a lazy afternoon, growing in faith and understanding.
Please contact Jackie Nitahara or Marcella Bondie Keenan if you
would like to help.

DONATIONS

Thank you to all the Friends and Members of Christ Church of
Chicago for your generous donations during the months of June
and July.

Genki Group In Memory of Jim Kawakami
Sharon and Jefflidaka Building Fund
Rev. Brenda and Stualamieson

Amy Kato Chair Lift Donation

Alan Kawakami Women's Fellowship Donation

Cheryl and DarKawako Picnic Donation

Yurie Kushino In Celebration of the Civil Union
of Bruce and Neil

MarciaKushino In Celebration of the Civil Union
of Bruce and Neil

RoseOkabe In Memory of Thomas Okabe

Lois and JinShikami In Honor of Neil and Bruce'€ivil

Union

Josie and MarlSugai In Memory of Jim Kawakami

FrankTaniguchi Vacuum Cleaner

PaulaTsurutani

Lily and PedroUlate

Lily and PedroUlate

SueUyeda In Memory of Jim Kawakami

By, Scott Nitahara



STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

To date, we have received 65 pledges for a total of $70,177.
Keep those pledge cards rolling

My 2011 Financial Pledge

I n thanksgiving for Godods || ove
We pledge to give the following dollar amount to support the
ministries and mission of Christ Church of Chicago:

$ each week Name(s)
$ each month Signed

$ each quarter Date

$ annually

This information will be kept confidential

Cut along the dotted line and mail it back to:

Christ Church of Chicago
Attn: Stewardship
6047 N. Rockwell Street
Chicago, IL 60659

THE PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE

Important behinehe-scenes work has yielded results that will
now allow us to take our first steps forward in our search for a
called minister. The committee will meet with Associate
Conference Minister, Rev. Jonathan A. Knight, in the evening of
August 24, 2011. He will share resource materials and personal
reflections with the committee, which will be important in
organizing ourselves for the journey ahead.

I wish to acknowledge all of those people who have made a
steadfast commitment to this very important work before us. They
are: Nancy Takagi, Lois Shikami, Andrea Smith, Jon
Shimabukuro, Gary Fujiwara, Rev. Scott Paeth, and myself.

Blessings!
Russ Katahira



CHURCH PICNIC

I n the run up to the <churchos
asked me if we had a contingency plan in place in the event of

»

rain. | was surprised by the question and sheepishly replied that
we didnoét; in fact, webOve never

on us. It was spoken as much as a statement of faith, especially
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given the historic monthly rains of last July! However, our track
record remains unblemished as we all enjoyed a wondeafodl

A

dry - summer day filled with fellowship, worship, games and
great food. Seated around the shade of the shelter, one of the

»

largest gatherings in a few years, we truly enjoyed an afternoon of
delightful breezes, numerous culinary delights, and loads of fun.



Thi's event just woul dnot happe
collective efforts of a bunch of dedicated people. Many thanks to
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Alyce Yamanaka, Fay Kadowaki and Dahlia Toyama who shop,
advise, organize, and collect donations and door prizes
throughout the year to make the raffle the success that it is. These



